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CHAPTER 343 
JEWELLER'S 


un 


Where we go~?”” 
“Let's see~ I'd like to have the thing made soon, so let’s go first order it.” 


Today we were going to walk around the city, but before we forgot, we have to finish 
ordering the goods. 


So we headed to the jewelry store first. 
“I know this place~!” 

“The place where Elena bought this!” 
“Correct.” 


It was the same store where we had the pearl jewelry made and where I bought the 
snowflake brooch that Elena liked to wear. 


“Well, well, well! Isn’t this Takumi-sama! Welcome to our store.” 
As we entered the store, the shopkeeper at the far end came flying up to me. 


I have met him several times, and I’m pretty sure he’s the manager of this store. He 
pushed aside a nearby shopkeeper and came over to us. 


“Erm, you remember me?” 


“Of course, I remember you. How could I forget Takumi-sama, the man who gave me 
those magnificent pearls?” 


“Ah~ those would certainly leave a lasting impression.” 


All the pearls I had were of good quality and size, and I even had colored pearls that 
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he had never seen before, so I guess he could remember my face because of that. 
“What can I do for you today?” 


“A production order. If possible, I would like it to be done ina hurry... Oh, and of course, 
I will pay a fee for that.” 


“First of all, let’s talk about the product you want to make. Some things take longer to 
make than others, after all.” 


“That's true.” 

“Then come to the back. Let’s talk over there.” 

We were led to a reception room at the back of the store. 

“It’s been a while, Takumi-sama. What is it that you are looking for?” 


In the reception room, the designer, who had also come to the Ruven residence before, 
joined us. 


“I would like you to make ornaments using this.” 

I took out from the artificial flowers made of a plastic-like material that we had 
obtained in the Dungeon of Colors from my Infinite Storage. They were pastel-colored 
artificial flowers about the size of my fist. 

“My goodness! It looks like a real flower, but it’s a fake!?” 

Both the manager and the designer stared at the flowers intently. 

“Four hair ornaments, three that could be used by a noblewoman, and...” 

“Elena’s~” 


“One for her. I will be happy if you can make them as close to matching as possible.” 


I was imagining something like an ornate hairpin that can be inserted into the hair, so 
I let them know that as well. 
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“One lady would be for Count Ruven’s wife, and another one for her son’s wife, right? 
Excuse me, but who is the last lady?” 


“The second son, Grunwald-sama, is getting married, and I want to give this to his 
bride as a gift. The reason I asked for an express order is that the wedding is coming 
up, and I want to have it made in time.” 


“Ts that so?” 


While the manager and I were talking, the designer took out a drawing book and 
asked, “Did you mean a double-stringed pin? Or a single stick?” While the manager 
and I were talking, the designer took out an art book and drew the picture of the flower 
I had brought out and drew a shaft under it. 


The flower itself was rather gorgeous, so the hair ornament looked great with just that 
flower. 


“How about a base like this, and then individual flowers around the base?” 


“That looks good. Also, let’s see~ How about attaching a chain with a gem, so that it 
sways with the movement?” 


“Ohh~ that’s very novel.” 


“Huh? By ‘novel’ you mean that you don’t see hairpins like that often? Would it be 
against etiquette?” 


“No, it’s nothing like that.” 
“I see. I’m glad~” 


I thought there would be rules like the hair ornament must be fixed to the head... but 
it seems to be okay. 


“I would like to tell you that I have some pearls at hand... but they will get angry at me 
if I use pearls, so please use crystals instead. I also have some glass beads that could 
be used for child.” 


“The pearls you have are very nice, Takumi-sama, but they would be too expensive to 
give as a gift.” 
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As for me, it would be better if they were used rather than just sleeping in the Infinite 
Storage, but Rebecca-san and the others can’t seem to see it that way. So these days, 
I’m thinking of giving up. 

“Would you like to buy the pearls?” 

“You are selling? We would gladly buy them off of you!” 

Not that I needed the money, but I wanted to increase the number of pearls on the 
market a little, so I approached the manager and he was unexpectedly pleased. In that 
case, I will sell a few smaller pearls, avoiding the larger ones and the colored ones. 
“Elena, which color do you want for whom?” 

“N, you see~...” 

I decided to put off selling pearls until later and place our own orders first. 

There were several colors of artificial flowers, so I asked Elena to choose. 

|” 


“Obaasama is... yellow! Oneesama... pink 


Rebecca-san, with her red hair and red eyes, got a yellow flower, and Almeria, with her 
dark brown hair and blue eyes, gets a pink flower. 


“Wald-sama’s bride, if I remember correctly... is silver-haired with blue eyes~” 
“Then, blue!” 

“What about you?” 

“Elena likes white!” 

I think that’s a pretty good choice. 

“I think it would be better to keep the crystals in similar colors.” 


Yellow or orange crystal for Rebecca-san, red or crimson crystal for Almeria-san, and 
blue or purple crystal for the bride? Well, let’s leave the final decision to the designer. 
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) 


“The glass bead for you will go with any color, so choose any color you like, Elena. 
“Erm~ erm a. 

“You are unusually distressed~ What colors are you struggling with?” 

“I like red, but I also like yellow. Ah, pink, too!” 


Elena took her time to think about it seriously. 


It’s unusual for my children not to make a decision in an instant, but I guess that means 
Elena is a girl, even if she is still so little? 


“Let's see then~ could you make the chain detachable so that she could change the 
color of the beads as she feels like it?” 


“Yes, I can! I see, if you can replace the chain, you can have a lot of enjoyment with just 
one body! That’s wonderful!” 


“Ah, yes, if it’s possible, do it like that, please.” 

My idea was highly approved. 

I just thought that since Elena was so confused, she should just have all of them. 
However, I thought it would be better if she could just change the chain, since there 
was no point in having so many similar hairpins~ 

“Oniichan, thank you.” 


“If Elena is happy, then Oniichan is happy, too.” 


Elena, who was sitting next to me, pulled on my clothes and thanked me with a cute 
smile, so it was well worth the suggestion. 


“Takumi-sama!” 


“Ah, yes, it’s fine. It’s no problem to make and sell such products.” 


“Thank you very much.” 
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“However, please take priority on our order first.” 
“That is only natural.” 


I knew what he meant by his expectant expression, so I answered ahead of time, and 
the manager smiled radiantly. 


The designer seemed to have a lot of designs in mind, and after drawing several 
designs, he laid them out on the table. 


“This would look good on Obaasama!” 
“And this on Oneesama!” 

“And this one for Elena?” 

“Cute!” 


Allen and Elena compared the design drawings with great excitement. 


The one for the ladies was simple and elegant. The one that was supposed to be for 
Elena was made with lace ribbons to accentuate the cuteness. 


“How is it?” 

“Very good. I will order these.” 

“Then, I will have them made in a hurry.’ 

We just needed to decide which one to get for whom, and the order was done. | also 
asked them to make replacement crystals for Rebecca-san and the others in different 
colors. In addition, I also asked for a matching necklace and earrings for Wald-sama’s 


wife. It was a congratulatory gift, so this much would be fine. 


I left the crystals we decided on using at the store, and after selling the pearls, we left 
the jewelry store. 


traitorAIZEN 10| 177 


CHAPTER 344 
FAMILY 


Then we went to buy more flour, which we were running low on, and wandered 
around the city. 


“Now then, what do we do next?” 


Temple~?”” 


“Temple? Right~ Since we are going to stay in the Capital for a while, we might as well 
go Say hi.” 


“Yeah, lets go!”” 

With the suggestion of Allen and Elena, we came to the temple. 

(Syl~) 

(Takumi-san! You’ve come!) 

When I called out to Syl, his happy voice immediately came back to me. 

(The kids suggested me to come.) 

(What good children they are!) 

(Right! They are such good children!) 

(You have become a splendid example of overly doting big brother, haven't you~) 
(Haha, that might be true. But, the two really are good children, you know?) 
Allen and Elena are cute and smart. I don’t think I’m being biased, | think it’s an 


accurate assessment. 
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But well, even without that, I would still definitely be an overly doting big brother. 


If I remember correctly, the myth is that Syl and the other four gods were created by 
the Creator God Marianora-sama. 


(From a human point of view, yes. Marianora-sama is the parent, and we are her 
children, so Windell, Salamanteel, Nomoodle and I are siblings. But there’s no such 
thing as who’s the eldest or anything like that.) 

I guess it’s okay to think of them as quadruplets. 

(Then Allen and Elena are Syl’s niece and nephew.) 

(Speaking of which, yes!... Haha! So then that means Takumi-san is my nephew, too!) 
(No, how come?) 

(My nephew and niece’s big brother is also my nephew, right?) 

(No, you don't have to force the relationship there, do you? I’m your retainer, Syl.) 

(I would rather you be my nephew than my retainer!) 

(...I see.) 

I don’t know which is better, but as long as Syl is happy with it, why not? 


(Well, you sounded jealous there, do you and your brothers not get along?) 


(No, it’s not that we don't get along, it’s just that there’s a lot of work and not much 
interaction.) 


(Heh~ Is that so~) 
(That’s right. But recently, thanks to you, we have been interacting more.) 
(Huh?) 


Thanks to me?... Ah! 
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(The food!) 

(That’s right. There are more opportunities to have tea or a meal together.) 
(Hahaha~ Erm, I’m happy for you... is alright to say, right?) 

(Yes. Sometimes we have a fight over it, but it’s a fun time. Thank you, Takumi-san.) 
All is good as long as he is happy to deepen his relationship with them, I guess? 


No, but, fighting over food doesn’t sound too good, but... I guess it’s not that bad as 
long as they are enjoying themselves? 


(Well, I’m glad to be able to create opportunities for you. Speaking of which, what’s 
your next request? I will ask you now, has it been decided?) 


(If I say it’s been decided, then it’s been decided, but...) 


I have told Syl that I will listen to his request for what he wants to eat at least once a 
month. 


The last time he requested meat buns when I was in the Rubia. And after that, when I 
was in the country of Serdik, I sent him a pound cake, but that was not a specific 
request. 


Since we were just having a conversation, I thought I would ask him directly rather 
than be informed later by a letter or something, but for some reason Syl was having a 
hard time speaking out. 


(What is it? What’s up?) 
(Umm... I believe you have not made it yet, so...) 


(Something I haven't made yet? What is it? Anyway, just tell me. If I think I can make 
it, I will make it. If not, I will have to say no.) 


(Marianora-sama wants to eat something called “Ichigo Daifuku”. Takumi-san, do you 
know what that is?) 


Gal see.) 


traitorAIZEN 13 | 177 


Ichigo Daifuku. I have never made it before, that’s for sure. 

The ingredients are... Ichi, red bean paste, and mochi. Ah, the mochi used in Daifuku 
is not just ordinary mochi, it adds sweetness, doesn’t it? However, I should have no 
problem with ingredients. 

(I think I should be able to make it) 

(Really!?) 

(Yeah, as long as you don’t mind the shape being a little distorted.) 

(That’s not an issue at all! If it’s okay, I would like to request that!) 

(Alright. I will make it when I am free.) 


(Thank you very much! I’m looking forward to it!) 


I think the kids will like the Ichigo Daifuku as well, so I will make it as soon as I have 
time. 


(Okay, I'd better get going.) 
(Yes, it’s going to get colder, so please take care of yourself.) 
(No, no, body is startlingly healthy, I don’t think I can catch a cold or anything!) 


(Ah, not that you mention it, that’s right. But I just wanted to pay attention to my 
nephew’s health.) 


(You are going back there, I see. Well, but I will take care.) 
(Yes! Well, please come see me again.) 
(Yeah, I got it.) 


As I finished my conversation with Syl, the children who had been waiting for me on 
the chairs came running up to me happily, as if they had guessed that I was done. 


u» 


Done~?”” 
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“Yeah, I’m done. Have you gotten tired of waiting?” 
“Ts fine!” 

“I see. But, thank you for waiting.” 

“Yeah!” 

As I thought, my kids are really good children. 
“Where should we go next?” 


Lets go to the Guild!” 


“By guild, you mean the Adventurer’s Guild? Well, I’m not sure if we will be able to 
meet them, but let’s go see Andy-san and Keimi-san?” 


“Yeah | yy 


We decided to go to the Adventurer’s Guild next. 
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CHAPTER 345 
AGAIN? 


“Oi, you!” 


It’s been almost half a year, right? We hadn’t been to the Adventurer’s Guild in the 
Capital in a while, so I asked to see Andy, the Guild Master, at the reception desk. 
However, it’s not always easy to get a meeting with the GM. Well, since I was A-ranker, 
I was able to confirm Andy-san’s whereabouts directly. 


While the receptionist was going to check for me, we were killing time by looking at 
the request board when we were approached by a man we didn’t know. 


“This is not a place to bring your kids to!” 


The other party was a strong, well-built man, who glared at me with sharp eyes and 
yelled at me. Is this another... quarrel picker? 


“Oi, isn’t that Setsuna!?” 

“Ah, yeah! Who the hell is that guy, trying to pick a quarrel with Setsuna of all people!” 
“This fella just arrived to the Capital recently. While Setsuna was away, that is.” 

“Oi, someone should stop him.” 

“No way. I’m not getting involved!” 


“I don’t want to get caught up in this!” I heard the adventurers around me whispering. 


It would be nice if you could stop him instead of just looking on from a distance... but 
they don’t seem to have that kind of concern. 
17 


“Hey! Are you listening to me 
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“Well, I think looking at the request board should be of no concern...” 
“It’s dangerous!” 
“aN?” 


“There’s not a lot of alcohol in the house yet, but there’s some out there! This is not 
the kind of place you bring your kids to!” 


Huh? I don't think he’s picking a quarrel. 


Come to think of it, Allen and Elena aren't alarmed~ So he really approached us just 
because he was worried? Just being nice? 


“Thank you for your concern. I’m an adventurer and so are the kids, and we know how 
to fight, so we are fine.” 


“You're an adventurer?” 

"Yes, I am.” 

”And the children, too?” 

”Yes.” 

”Can you fight?” 

”Yes, I can fight. They can fight, too.” 
”Well, that’s good.” 


The kind man smiled in agreement, but the smile was scary because of his tough- 
looking face. 


“Oi, Gizel! What are you doing!” 


Then three new men arrived, and one of them slapped the kind man—Gizel-san, on 
the back of the head. 


“The place got all noisy! What have you done this time?” 
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“W, well, but~ I thought it was dangerous because there were children in here~” 


“It’s as if you didn’t know that children start to cry when you approach them! Do you 
want to be treated like a criminal again!?” 


“I didn’t make them cry this time!” 
Gizel-san... he likes children, even though his looks are so tough, huh~ 


I have never met someone whose looks don’t match their personality and actions so 
well. 


“Hi, I’m sorry for our member’s nuisance.’ 


“Truly, sorry about this. He really likes children, even though he has this face. He meant 
no harm.” 


“Pardon us. I hope you can forgive him.” 


Three of Gizel-san’s supposed friends assumed that he was in the wrong and 
apologized at once. 


“No, he was just concerned, he didn’t do anything wrong, so no need to apologize.” 
“No, but the kids must have been scared, right?“ 

“They are fine." 

My children were not frightened at all. 

“Eh!! Really!? They are fine even though they were approached by Gizel, who can make 


a child cry just with his presence, or be mistaken for a kidnapper when he calls out to 
a lost child?” 


Whoah~ Gizel-san’s experiences are terrific!! 


I also thought he was an aggressive fella at first, but crying and mistaking him for a 
kidnapper? Aren't those some heartbreaking experiences!? 
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“Allen, Elena, the first person who approached us, Gizel-san, said he would give you 
guys a shoulder ride. Ask him to show you the request forms high on the board.” 


Really? Yay!” 

I took too much pity on Gizel-san, so I directed the children to get involved with him. 
“Wha! Haah!?” 

“Give a ride~”” 

“O, ou... like this?” 

Yeah” 

Gizel-san was surprised, but he followed the children’s instructions and picked them 
up and sat them on his shoulders. Instead of carrying them on his shoulders one by 
one, he put them both on his shoulders at the same time, one on each shoulder. It’s a 
way of carrying that Gizel-san can do because of his size. 

”Ohh~ so high~!”” 

“Are you okay? Not scared?” 


Is fine” 


Allen and Elena seemed to be having a great time. Gizel-san was about two heads taller 
than me, so they must be looking at me from a height like never before. 


Gizel-san was a little on edge, though, because he was worried about dropping them... 
if he were to drop them, they would land firmly on the ground, though. 


“They are not scared!?” 
“Far from that, they seem delighted!?” 
“Is this a dream? This must be a dream, right?” 


Gizel-san’s friends were astonished, or rather stunned, to see the children so happy. 
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..1 wonder how much the kids cried around him before. 


un wy 


Hey, hey. 
“O, ou, what is it?” 
“There, over there!” 


» 
! 


“Let’s go take a look 


“O, ou. 


When Allen and Elena instructed Gizel-san to go in the direction of the request board, 
he began to move slowly and carefully. It was as if he was walking in slow motion. 


“That is a tough picture to sell.” 
“Yeah, that’s a crime.” 
“That fella Gizel won't get arrested in the end, will he?” 


Gizel-san’s friends were still stunned, but what they are muttering was a little worse 
than before. 


“’Oniichan, Oniichan.”” 

“What is it?” 

“We wanna.” 

“Do this request!” 

Allen and Elena call out to me, pointing to a certain request form. 

“I did not plan on accepting any requests today, so we will have to do it next time.’ 


“’Ehh~ wanna do it today~ 


“It won't be possible to do it now. And so, what request is it?” 
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«a yy 


This one~ 
I’m not going to accept the request today, but I will check the contents anyway. 
“Eh, this one?” 

“Yeah, that one~”” 

What the children were pointing to, was a request form for defeating wyverns. 
“Let's get.” 

“Dragon meat!” 

“Ah~...” 


.. The children seemed to be watching vigilantly for dragon meat. I’m sure wyvern is 
one of the low-rank dragon monsters. Well, it’s also called Poison Dragon, though. 


“Wai, wait a moment!? Wyvern subjugation, you must be joking, right!?” 
“Not jokingmon!” 

“Going to subjugatemon!” 

The children were even more agitated by the worried Gizel-san. 


“Y, you can’t go there! Rather, wyvern subjugation is ranked A, moreover, it’s 
recommended to be in a party! You can’t accept this request in the first place!” 


”Ehhx is that so~?”” 


“That is so!—Rather, big bro, you stop them, too. Why am I the one trying to 
desperately stop them!” 


As I was watching the course of events, Gizel-san got angry with me. 
“Well~... I’m also not very good at stopping them.” 


“You should be doing your best there! You are the one who has to teach them what’s 
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wrong and what's right!” 


“If it’s something bad, I will stop them, of course, but if it’s something else the kids 
want to do, I will let them do it~” 


“Nonono!! Wyverns are no good, right!?” 

“Well, wyvern subjugation makes me a little hesitant~” 

“A little? Just a little!?” 

“A little” indeed. I would like to see a wyvern myself, you know? 


Oniichan, can’t~?”” 


Well, I wonder what I should do in this case~ 


traitorAIZEN 22 |177 


CHAPTER 346 
UNAWARES 


“In the first place, is wyvern meat even tasty?” 


Is it not~?”” 


The wyvern is called Poison Dragon, but the poison is in the tail, so the meat can be 
eaten without any problem. I’m not sure if it’s tasty or not, though. 


“It’s very delicious.” 


The person who answered my question was Andy-san, who had approached us before 
I noticed. 


“Andy-san, long time no see.” 
“"Hello~”” 


“Long time no see, Takumi-san. Allen-kun, Elena-san too, hello. I’m glad to see you 
doing well.” 


Maybe he heard from the receptionist that we were here and came all the way over 
here. 


“Excuse us for coming over so suddenly, but is your work going to be okay?” 
“I don’t have time to work when you are over, Takumi-san.” 

“Nono, please let your work be the priority there.” 

“As long as you take care of the wyvern request, everything will be fine!” 


“I haven't decided to accept the request yet! In the first place, my rank alone is not 
enough!” 
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“There won't be a problem as long as I give you the permission!” 
“That's abusing your authority!” 
Andy-san smileed as he tried to get me to accept the wyvern request. 


“It’s a request that’s overdue, so it would be great if you could clean it up... Are you 
really not going to accept it?” 


«a wy 


Is going~ 
“Really? Thank you very much." 


“Hey, hey, don’t take requests without permission!—Andy-san, don’t just take the kids’ 
word for it!” 


CORhh~””” 
The children and Andy-san both raised their voices in frustration. 


“Andy-san, please don’t react the same way as my children. You are not a child! Or 
rather, you will lose your dignity as the Guild Master.” 


Gizel-san, who has been watching the whole exchange with the children in his arms 
since the appearance of Andy-san, the Guild Master, was quite flustered. Not only 
Gizel-san, but everyone within earshot of our exchange, was stunned. 

“It’s exactly as Takumi-san said!” 


“Uwah!? Ke, Keimi!?” 


The Guild’s employee and Andy-san’s wife, Keimi, approached from behind and pulled 
on Andy-san’s ear. 


“Ouch! It hurts, Keimi.” 
“You're making it hurt.” 


“You are terrible.’ 
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“You shouldn't be skipping work.” 

“Tm not skipping work! I’ve been asking Takumi-san to take on the wyvern request!” 
“Oh my, really?” 

“Yes, that’s it!” 

Andy-san and Keimi-san seemed to be getting along well as usual. 

“Long time no see, Keimi-san.” 

“Takumi-san, Allen-chan, Elena-chan, long time no see~ were you doing well?” 


Yeah, doing well.” 


The children continued to greet others from Gizel-san’s shoulders. They don’t seem to 
want to get off. 


“Takumi-san, are you going to help us resolve the wyvern request?” 
“I have no plans of going at the moment.’ 

”Ehh~”” 

“It appears that the children want to go, though?” 


“We have got more important things to do. We cannot accept requests for a while.” 


un wy 


I’m not sure how many days it will take, but I don’t want to do anything that might 
cause injury for now. 


I'll only accept requests in the vicinity, even if we have enough time until Wald-sama’s 
wedding! It doesn’t matter how much the kids ask me to go. 


“I guess being persistent won't help.” 


“Yes, not this time.” 
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“How unfortunate. I will be relying on you once you finish your business then.” 


“Alright!” 


... wonder what will happen if they extort me after the wedding is over! 


Honestly, I’m curious about the meat of the wyvern, and do I feel like I might get the 
request. Well, if the request remains up until that time. 


“Nevertheless, I didn’t know you were acquaintances with the ‘Red’ party, Takumi- 


» 


san. 


“Red party? If you are talking about Gizel-san and the rest, then this was our first time 
meeting today.” 


“Oh my, is that so? The kids seem too attached for that, no?” 
“It’s because Gizel-san’s character is so good.” 


My children, who are no longer shy of strangers, are very sociable, so as long as the 
other person’s character is good, they get along easily. In return, they will not take 
kindly to anyone who has ulterior motives. 


«a yy 


Ojichan is a good person~ 
“Allen, Elena, let’s call him by his name, okay?” 
“’Gizel-san?”” 

“Yep, that’s right.” 


Allen and Elena called Gizel-san “Ojichan”. 


This is because adventurers in their mid-thirties or older in the Rubia have all had the 
children call them “Ojichans”. 


Gizel-san is in his thirties... early thirties? Middle thirties? It’s not polite to call him 
Ojichan without his permission, so I warned the kids, but— 
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) 


“Im fine with Ojichan? 
“Yeah, Ojichan!”” 
“Are you sure.” 

“Tam.” 


Gizel-san himself gave them permission. So he’s fine with “Ojichan’, huh~ 


If you're in your mid-thirties, you are probably still young enough to claim the 
“Oniisan’ title, I thought, but... I guess not. 


“My, oh my, they are totally attached. Which reminds me, did you ever go to Serdik, 
Takumi-san?” 


“Yes, we were there until recently, but... how do you know, Keimi-san?” 
“I keep in touch with fellow guildies.” 


It was only recently, so how could she already know about it! It’s terrifying how 
information circulates in this world! 


“And so, do you know that the kids got their nicknames?” 
“Haah!?” 

Suddenly, Keimi-san dropped a bomb on us. 

“They seem to have decided on ‘Ao no Tsougeki’.” *** 


“Ehh~!? Wait a moment! Please wait. Eh, my kids have really gotten a nickname for 
themselves!?” 


“Yes, it’s the truth.” 
*** Blue Twin Strike 


After Keimi-san, Andy-san told us the children’s nicknames. 
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The two have gotten a nickname out of nowhere! Ao no Tsougeki!? 


What’s more, this sounds somewhat familiar. It might have originated from the 
adventurers we met in Serdik, the “Dawn Star” party!? 


”Ohh~” 
“Allen’s.” 
“And Elena’s.” 
“Nickname!” 

“Yes, that’s right. Ao no Tsougeki.” 

“Ao no Tsougeki! So cool!” 

“Fufu, aren't you glad~” 

“Yeah!” 

Allen and Elena seemed to like their nickname. 
“Those pipsqueaks got nicknames!” 

“They are Setsuna’s siblings, aren’t they?” 

“According to the Ash Wolf, those kids are quite capable.” 
“Seriously!? Should I say, as expected of A-ranker’s siblings?” 


I could hear the adventurers around us whispering to each other. 


I guess that’s how information and stuff spreads~ I mean, I’m pretty sure Keimi-san 
made sure that there were people around before she brought up this topic, right? 


“Come to think of it, I also heard that the ‘Ao no Tsougeki’ cornered ‘Reijin’s’ in an 
argument... is that the truth?” 


“You even heard about their exchange with Brian-san!?” 
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“Oh my, based on your reaction, it appears to be the truth~” 


This world’s ability to communicate really scares me! 
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CHAPTER 347 
RANK UP 


“Hah... I have been trying to keep the kids as low profile as possible. Since they got a 
nickname, there’s no point in holding back their ranks, is there~?” 


“Allen-kun and Elena-san would stand out no matter how hard you tried to conceal 


them, no?” 


That’s true, isn’t it~ Allen and Elena easily attract attention even if quiet. They easily 
attract the eyes, don’t they? Why is it? Is it in their blood? Because of their divine 


lineage? 
“The children are still D-rankers, right?” 


“Yes, that’s correct.” 


» 
! 


“Well then, let’s raise them to C-rank right away 
“Nono, what are you saying!” 


“Since things have come to this, we should do the opposite and move up their ranks to 
obtain a firm position that won't be meddled with!” 


Andy-san has a point. Now that the children have a nickname, it is inevitable that they 
will stand out. Then, is it no longer necessary to avoid the... rank advancement that 
we used to avoid just because kids with a high rank were conspicuous? 


Hmm... should I be proactive in getting them to move up the ranks then? The more 
people know they are strong, the less likely they are to mess with them... Somewhat. 


“If it’s a C-rank, I can raise it immediately based on their past performance.” 
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“N~... what should we do~” 

There are those who would pick a quarrel simply because they are children, regardless 
of their rank. In fact, even I, an A-ranker, sometimes get tangled up with them. So, if I 
don’t count such people, I wonder if I can reduce the number of times it happens...? 
“You are troubled.” 

“Indeed.” 

“Raise!” 

“Rank!” 


As I was struggling, Allen and Elena raised their hands and raised their voices. 


“That's dangerous, so keep your hands down! Or rather, you should get off of Gizel-san 
already.” 


It is indeed a bad idea to let them sit on Gizel-san’s shoulders all the time, so I told the 
children to get off. 


“Tm sorry you had to go along with them for so long, Gizel-san. Thank you very much.” 


u» wy 


Ojichan, thank you. 
“N, nah, I'll do it anytime.” 

’Really!?” 

“Yeah.” 

“Yay!” 

Gizel-san, who acted as the children’s chair while I was talking with Andy-san and the 
others, almost without interrupting, wasn’t disgruntled and said he will play with 


them again. 


Every time we meet him at the Adventurer’s Guild, they will have a shoulder to lean 
on? Or rather, become their chair... should I stop him? But I guess Gizel-san enjoys 
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playing with the kids, so I wonder if I can ask him to accompany them more? 
“Gizel-san, please tell them clearly when they are too unreasonable.’ 

“It'll be fine.” 

Well, since we rarely come to the Adventurers’ Guild in the first place, it would be 
better to have Gizel-san say no properly when it is inconvenient rather than me trying 
to stop the kids. 

“And so, you guys want your ranks raised, after all?” 

“Wanna!” 

I asked Allen and Elena again about their ranks. They replied without hesitation. 


Well, Allen and Elena would want to raise their ranks, wouldn't they? 


“Then... let’s raise it?” 


un hase 
. 


Yay~ 
When I gave my permission, the children expressed their joy with their whole bodies. 


“If the kids get raised to C-rank, then Takumi-san’s party will be B-ranked! You will be 
able to accept A-ranked requests with no problem! Isn't that a good thing!” 


Andy-san was overjoyed, too. 


“Andy-san, so that was your true intention! No, wait a moment, please. Even if the kids 
are C-rankers, the party will stay B-ranked, no!?” 


“No, they are competent enough, so it is possible for them to be B-ranked by the 
authority of the Guild Master.” 


“I told you! Don’t make use of your authority so thoughtlessly like that!” 


It seems that the reason Andy-san was enthusiastically promoting rank advancement 
to the kids was to raise our party rank. 
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“No, it is the Guild Master’s responsibility to properly assess competence, not to 
mention recruiting talent! I do not use it lightly.” 


I glanced over at Keimi-san, but she didn’t seem to have any intention of stopping him. 
It seemed that Keimi-san was in favor of moving us up in rank. 


“Wait a minute! I was just thinking since earlier... is it true that those kids are D- 
rankers about to be promoted to C-rank?” 


“Itis the truth.” 


One adventurer, who was around and must have heard what we were talking about, 
asked a question. Well, it’s a natural question. 


And Andy-san responded to the question with a quick reply. 


“Kids like this are C-rankers? That’s absolutely not possible!” 


“You say that, but Takumi-san and his party of children have completed the required 
number of requests~” 


“That's their brother’s achievement, isn’t it! It’s parasitism!” 


“No matter who’s the main achiever, the party’s accomplishments belong to all the 
party members, right? Even if it’s not those kids, it’s normal for there to be more or 
less differences in contributions within the party. Well, that becomes a problem when 
they get threatened... or paid off... but that doesn’t apply to them. After all, they are 
siblings.” 


Not all of the numerous adventurer parties are made up of only people of similar 
ability. When this is the case, it is only natural that the degree of efforts of each party 
member will vary within a party. Inevitably, the stronger party members protect the 
weaker party members. I don’t think we can call it all parasitism. 


“’Parasiwhat? What is that?” 


“Parasitism, it means to reap the benefits by relying on the strong without doing 
anything yourself.” 
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Allen and Elena tilted their heads curiously, not understanding the word “Parasitism,” 
but raised their eyebrows in disgust when Keimi-san explained it to them. 


“Then, Allen is not~” 

“Elena is not either~” 

“Allen can fightmon!” 

“Elena, too! We can also find herbsmon!” 

“Fufu, that’s right. You two are doing your jobs well.” 

Yeah” 

Well, in the case of our party, I think... the kids are more active than me! 


Keimi-san looked at the protesting children with a smile. Ah, well, Gizel-san, too. 


“Certainly, if there was a newcomer who looked promising, I'll bring them into the 
party to nurture them~” 


“Yeah, that’s true. But I could only raise an F-ranker to an E-rank in this amount of 


» 
! 


time, maybe just barely to a D-rank 
“Same here!” 


The other adventurers around us showed their agreement with what Andy-san was 
saying. 


However, only the adventurer who had complained was staring at us with a bitter look 
on his face. 


Judging by his age, is he an adventurer who can hardly move up from D-rank to C- 
rank? As I recall, up to the... D-rank, you can move up in rank by doing common 
requests, but from the C-rank and up, there should have been some kind of exam or 


something. 


“Andy-san, what is the exam to move up to C-rank?” 
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“The first step is a written test. After passing the written test, we will take the 
adventurer, together with the Guild’s official, to defeat the designated monsters and 
gather medicinal herbs.” 


“Heeh~” 

“Heeh~... you say, Takumi-san, you have done... you did not, did you?” 
“Yes.” 

In my case, I blew the place up and moved up to the A-rank~ 

“By the way, what is the content of the written exam?” 


“The C-rank is about the knowledge required to be an adventurer. The B-rank exam 
includes more detailed knowledge, as well as questions on etiquette." 


“Is etiquette an issue, too?“ 


“When you reach the B-rank, you will receive requests for appointments from the 
nobility, you see.” 


“Oh, I see.“ 
I will have to see the actual questions, but I think I can pass the exam. I think. 


I’m a little worried about my own etiquette, but the kids are being educated by 
Rebecca-san, so I have no doubt they would pass. 


“So that fella didn’t even take the exam! Isn’t he but a fake, then!” 


“He has been recommended by a Knight and an A-rank adventurer to move up in rank. 
If you also have a recommendation, I will quickly process your rank advancement.” 


Andy-san dismissed them. 


But for me, I thought it would have been better to take the written exam just in case, 
even if the practical exam was waived. 
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CHAPTER 348 
MEETING 


NRL?” 

Surprised by the unexpected harshness of the seemingly calm Andy-san, the children 
suddenly raised their voices, pointing their fingers. When I looked in the direction 
they were pointing, I saw that Wald-sama was just entering the building. 


“Wald-sama?” 


I had not yet met Wald-sama since we returned to the Capital, so this was the first time 
we had met in a long time... Why did he come to the Adventurers’ Guild? 


“Yo! How are you doing, Takumi?” 


‘Tm doing fine, thank you. I’m fine, but... what is the matter? Do you have business 
with the Guild?” 


The Adventurers’ Guild was abuzz with the arrival of Wald-sama 


I think the reason why there was a buzz was because Wald-sama was wearing the 
uniform of the royal knights. 


When Wald-sama walked up to me, the people around us had left Andy-san and Keimi- 
san behind and moved slightly away. 


“If you have to ask me, then it’s to find you.” 
“Eh, me? Is it something urgent?” 
“No, I’m just making a delivery.” 


“A delivery?” 


“Yep, delivering a letter to you.” 
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It appears that Wald-sama went out of his way to deliver me a letter. 
“Why are you the one bringing it? From whom is it anyway?” 


“Can't you just imagine from looking at me?” 


Wald-sama was dressed in the royal knights uniform. A Royal Knight is a knight who 
guards royalty, right? 


This means that the letter is from a member of the royal family. 

“By the way, which one is it from?” 

“Everyone.” 

“Whoah..” 

No way, it was all of them. Tristan-sama the King, Grace-sama the Queen, the three 
princes Austin-sama, Felix-sama, Alfried-sama, Aurora-sama the Crown Princess, and 
Julius-sama the royal grandson. Well, Julius-sama is so small that he wouldn't have 
been included in the number of people, though. 

“Wald-sama, do you know the contents of the letter?” 

“How would I know?” 


“I thought so... huh, why are you taking off your mantle and coat, Wald-sama?” 


Wald-sama put his mantle and coat away in his magic bag, then pulled out another 
coat and put it on. 


“Don't I stand out looking like that?” 


“Yeah, that you do. Then why didn’t you just take off your uniform from the 
beginning?” 


“I can’t take off my uniform when at work! By the way, my work ended the moment I 
handed you the letter.” 
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Right, as soon as he handed me the letter, his work was done, so he took off his mantle 
and coat. 


“And so, what are you guys doing here?” 
“You see, you see!” 
“Our rank!” 

“Is getting raised!” 

“Rank? Oh, you're talking about the adventurer rank. Your guys’ is?” 
“Yeah!”” 

“Allen will be!” 

“Elena will be!” 


“C-rank now!” 


“Oh, what, you are going to be C-rankers? Oh, I see. Were you in the part of the play 
where someone said that it was weird to raise kids to C-rank?” 


Ohh, correct!” 


It seems that Wald-sama understood our situation quickly after a short conversation 
with the children. 


“You have figured it out quickly.’ 


“I get it. But, well, it can’t be helped. These little fellas look simply like frail kids by 
their looks~” 


”Ehh~”” 
“Allen is not fra~il.” 


“Elena is not frail either>mon.” 
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“Others wouldn't know unless they see you fighting, ya know?” 
”Muu~”” 


Allen and Elena puffed up their cheeks, as if they didn’t want to be thought of as frail 
children. 


“Don't be sullen now. You are becoming increasingly like kids.” 
“We are kidsmon!”” 
“Ah, yeah, that’s right, isn’t it?” 


That’s right!”” 


Keimi-san and Andy-san who were watching the exchange between Wald-sama and 
the kids, smiled. 


“My, oh my, how cute~” 

“Yeah, truly.” 

Wald-sama was stunned for a moment, but then laughed, amused. 

“Haha. I’ve seen children who insist that they are not children, but I’ve never seen one 
who insists that they are children. Anyway, there it is. I know how strong you guys are. 
Or rather, our entire family knows. That’s enough. Just ignore the fussy ones.” 

Ohh, that works!” 

“In the first place, there is no way that the Adventurer’s Guild side would ever suggest 
raising the ranks of the weak ones, so they just need to realize it. Come on, let’s get the 
paperwork done and get out of here.” 


“’Okay~”” 


The overbearing Wald-sama convinced the children while completely ignoring 
everyone else around him, and he even put the people around him in check. 


“Go on, Takumi, procedures, procedures.” 
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“Ah, yes!—Andy-san, let’s get it done, please.” 


» 


“Understood. As expected of Ruven-dono. You are a master at what you do. 
The adventurers who had complained were quickly dispersing. 


“Yes, and that’s all done.” 


un y” 
. 


Yay~ 
Thus, Allen and Elena’s rank was upgraded to C. 
As expected, the party rank was kept at the status quo, no matter what Andy-san said. 


“Next is the B rank. At that time, you should indeed take the exam. While completing 
requests, please prepare for the written exam and learn etiquette.” 


Got it~”” 


“Guild Master, I think they will be fine in that respect. They have thick encyclopedias 
that I would fall asleep reading, and they seem to have been taught a lot about 
etiquette by our mother.” 


“Oh, well, that’s good to hear. If that’s the case, please take on as many requests as you 
can so that you can move up the ranks in the shortest amount of time.” 


“Yeah | yy 


He said it’s for the kids to improve their ranks, but I have a feeling that Andy-san 
simply wants us to complete numerous requests... I’m not going to step into that. 


(CEL n»n» 


See you. 


“Yes. When you have more time, I hope you will take care of the Wyvern request for 


» 


me. 
“Alright!” 


After the procedure was over, we handed over the souvenir Leychii fruits and were 
about to leave the Guild with Wald-sama when Andy-san immediately brought up the 
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subject of wyverns. 


“What? Wyverns?” 


a wy 


Next time we accept~ 
“Wyvern.” 
“Subjugation!” 

“Hah!? Takumi!?” 
Wald-sama, startled by the children’s words, looked at me in a panic. 

“I have no plans on accepting that request! The kids are only saying that they want to.” 


“Really!?” 


«ay wy 


We are goingmon. 
“Takumi!” 
“Well, Allen, Elena, Wald-sama, we are leaving.” 


On the way home to the Ruven residence, the children and Wald-sama repeatedly 
exchanged “I’m going” and “You can’t” in offense and defense. 


Oh, after returning home to the Ruven residence, I checked the letter that Wald-sama 
delivered to me... The content was a call for me to quickly come to the castle if I had 
come to the Capital... Well, to be precise, it was written in a more polite and yet indirect 
manner. 
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CHAPTER 349 
SUMMONS 


When I sent a letter to the castle asking when I could visit, a reply immediately arrived, 
asking us to come the next day at noon. 


The next day, I arrived at the castle with the children, and was shown not to an 
audience hall or a reception room, but to a lounge used privately by the royal family. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-chan, come this way please.” 

“ Okay~”” 

“You two seem to be doing well. You did not get injured anywhere, did you?” 
All good!” 


As soon as they entered the room, Allen and Elena were called by Grace-sama and 
taken to a corner where Aurora-sama and Julius-sama were together. 


“This way, Takumi.” 


I was then summoned to a space where Tristan-sama, Austin-sama, Felix-sama, 
Alfried-sama Lionel-sama, and the Prime Minister, the Duke Ford, and one other man 
were present. 

“Long time no see, Takumi.’ 


“Yes, it has been a while. Still... what a gathering this is.” 


“I believe it would be for the best to share information with everyone here. Now, sit 
over there.” 


I sat down at the seat that was pointed out to me, but the distinguished faces around 
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me made me uncomfortable. 

“Takumi, thank you for the help with the Cretian affairs.” 

“You seem to be doing well, Takumi-dono.” 

“Takumi, welcome back~” 

The siblings, Austin-sama, Felix-sama and Al-sama seemed to be doing well, too. 
“Takumi, I have good news regarding the alcohol~” 

“Takumi-dono, the magic paper as well.” 

It seems that Lionel-sama and the Prime Minister had reports on alcohol and magic 
paper, respectively. Does “good news” report mean that they were successfully 
manufactured? 

“This is our first time meeting. My name is Richard Ford. Best regards, Takumi-dono.” 
“..Ford-sama?” 

“That's right. Please call me Richard.” 

As I looked at the faces of the members in turn, my eyes met those of the man I had 
never met before. He then immediately gave me his name, which was the same family 
name as that of the Prime Minister... Is he the son of the Prime Minister? I wondered. 


I involuntarily compared the Prime Minister to Richard-sama. 


The Prime Minister’s hair was blonde with a hint of gray, while Richard’s hair was light 
blonde. Their faces were not too similar... I feel? 


“You won't find us alike even if you compare us like that.” 


“That's right. I wouldn't say that there is no blood relation at all in the family, but 
Richard is my son-in-law.” 


“Eh, son-in-law?” 
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“We only have a daughter, you see.” 

It seems that the Prime Minister and Richard-sama were in-laws. 
Perhaps because I was tilting my head, he took the trouble to explain. 
“By the way, he’s also my little brother.” 

“Hah!? Tristan-sama’s little brother!?” 


Tristan-sama added to the information that was just given me, and I could not help 
but be surprised. 


If he is Tristan-sama’s brother, does that mean that Richard-sama is his royal brother? 
No, he’s his “former” royal brother, since he got married. 


“Oh, you managed to surprise Takumi~” 
“Truly. I’m glad to hear that, because we are usually the ones who get surprised.’ 
Tristan-sama and Austin-sama were delighted by my surprised face. 


“I would have never thought that~ but now that you said that, you do look alike. I 
never thought to ask about Tristan-sama’s siblings, so I did not realize! By the way, do 
you have any other siblings?” 


“I do have a little sister, but she married off to Gretia.” 
“Ah, so you do.” 


Hah~ that’s right~ it wouldn't be strange for Tristan-sama to have siblings, yet I never 
thought about it! 


u» wy 


Oniichan, souvenirs~ 


“Yesyes. Here you go.” 


un wy 


Yay~ will hand over~ 


While I was disappointed in myself, Allen and Elena came over to me. 
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Apparently, they wanted to give the souvenirs to Grace-sama and her family. So I gave 
them the Leychii fruits and dyes that I had prepared in a basket in advance. 


“What, souvenirs? You didn’t have to—” 
“Oh my goodness!?” 


Tristan-sama’s words are interrupted by Grace-samas surprised voice from the other 
side. 


I glanced at Grace-sama and saw Allen and Elena trying their best to explain the 
situation, so I guess I can leave the rest to them. 


“Takumi, what the hell did you bring us?” 


Al-sama looked at me with a disturbed look on his face. No, everyone here, except 
Richard-sama, was staring at me. 


I explained my side of the story. 

“It’s just fruits and dyes.” 

“How could our Mother be so ssurprised with just some fruits and dyes?” 

“The fruits is just Leychii fruit. As for the dyes, well... there’s many.’ 

I also added the polka-dot dye, which must have been what surprised Grace-sama. 
“Richard-sama, could you tell me the color of your wife’s hair and eyes?” 

“I don’t mind. My wife has a light brown hair, and light green eyes.” 


“Brown and green, I see... then, Richard-sama, here’s a token of getting to know each 
other.” 


Since our souvenirs were for the “royal family’, I took out a new dye from my Infinite 
Storage to give to Richard-sama as well, something that would go well with the brown 
hair and green eyes of his wife, with polka dots of course. It would be faster to show 
them than to explain, after all! 
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(Hah!?) 


Then, everyone was surprised to see the polka-dot dye, and their gazes were glued to 
the dye. 


“I got these dyes in Serdik’s Dungeon of Colors. Please use it.” 
“Nono, Takumi, this is not something you can just take out of your pocket, right!?” 


Al-sama was quick to interject, as if he had developed resistance to the things we do 
after exploring a dungeon with us. 


“It seems a bit unusual~” 

“You can't just say it’s a bit unusual! This is my first time seeing something like this!” 
“Well, there don’t seem to be many of them around.” 

“Takumi, it’s not just ‘many’ but ‘none at all’, no?” 


“Well, I wonder about that? I’m not quite sure as I haven't checked the whole market, 
but I don’t think they are the first of their kind.” 


Felix-sama and Austin-sama joined the interjection. 
The tailor, who handles our outfits—Marie-san, said she had never seen them before, 
but now that I have released them, they are not “completely” elusive. But that’s just 


the beginning. 


“Ah, I concede. I had heard the story from my brother and father-in-law, but I thought 
it was somewhat exaggerated. However, I now see it was all true.” 


“Richard, I told you that Takumi is an outrageous fellow.’ 
“Uncle, even if you say that Takumi defies common sense, it won't be an exaggeration.” 


“That appears to be the case. I can understand that after conversing with him for a 
little.” 


I have a feeling that Tristan-sama and the others were blowing things out of 
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proportion for Richard-sama. 

“Saying that I defy common sense is rude~ The Dungeon of Colors is an advanced 
dungeon, and we got these kinds of dyes on its upper levels. It’s normal, simply 
normal.’ 

(No, you are definitely lying.) 


This time, they all interjected at once. How cruel~ 


“It can’t be helped. Since you all like saying how I defy common sense so much, I will 
have to oblige and keep doing my best from now on.” 


(Eh!?) 
I said half-jokingly, and everyone froze with stunned expressions on their faces. 


Was I able to return the favor? 
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CHAPTER 350 
FOR STARTERS 


“To live up to your expectations, let me offer you this.” 


(1) 

For starters, I took out the Crystal Elk antlers from the Infinite Storage and piled it up 
on the table. I’m guessing that the main topic of today’s summons should be about this 
material, so I quickly broached the subject. 

For the time being, just an armful of it. However! That’s not all, because there’s more. 
But just the amount of antlers I put out on the table had everyone speechless. 

“Wait, wait, wait up! Takumi, I didn’t hear there would be so many!” 

As expected, it was Al-sama who showed a reaction first. 

“Eh? Then, what amount did you have in mind?” 

“Well, of course, about one or two pairs at most!” 


“Heehw~” 


They thought it was one or two pairs, huh~ Then does that mean what I took out was 
a dozen times the amount they thought it was? 


“Oh, I will say it just for the record, but I did not kill or hurt the Crystal Elks.” 


It is a crime to kill or even injure Crystal Elks, so I told them just in case. With so many 
antlers in my possession, there is a chance they would suspect me. 


“I don’t doubt that!” 


“Indeed. I believe that.” 
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They don’t seem to be suspicious of me... on the contrary, they believed me so easily? 
Should I be happy about their trust here? 

“However, what did you mean by ‘were given’ you wrote in the letter!” 

“We met a Crystal Elk in the mountains. Or rather, Allen and Elena found it. Then, it 
took us to the Crystal Elks’ dwelling place and gave us all the antlers they shed in 
there.” 

“I can’t possibly understand!” 

They asked me to explain how I got the antlers, so I gave them a brief explanation. 
However, Tristan-sama did not believe me. No, everyone didn’t. 

“Even if you say that, it’s exactly what happened, so please take it as it is.” 
“Impossible.—Hahh... acquisition method is obscure, huh.’ 

Tristan-sama let out a big sigh. 

“So, what do you want us to do with this? Do you want us to buy up everything?” 

“I think it would be better for them to be distributed to the various countries, but I 
can't do it myself. So, I will give them to you. I will leave them to you to handle, Tristan- 
sama, so you can distribute them or keep them exclusively in Guardia... Oh, you can 
also use them as a bargaining chip with other countries. Well, do as you please.” 

If ithad been one or two pairs, I would have sold them to Tristan-sama and that would 
have been the end of it, but the quantity in my possession makes that impossible. I 
don’t know the exact value of the Crystal Elk antlers, but it would be quite a bit of 


money. 


That doesn’t mean I can sell them to the Guild or something, though. It would be too 
conspicuous. I would have no choice but to keep secret about them. 


But I don’t want to keep it secret if possible, because I want to make sure the material 
go to people who need the medicine. My honest feeling is that I want to get as much of 
them as possible on the market. 
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We're not hurting for money, so let’s force them onto Tristan-sama! That’s the plan. 
“You are so selfless~” 
Lionel-sama laughed funnily. 


“Selfless? That’s definitely wrong. I’m greedy, Lionel-sama. After all, I’m throwing this 
stuff onto someone else to deal with so I don't have to bother.’ 


“Takumi, if you really are greedy, you should charge a fee.” 

“Eh, I mean, I don’t need the money, though?” 

“You don’t need money, you say! You really are an amusing fella.” 
Lionel-sama laughed again. 


“Ah, would you like to use the profit to pay for the research on the new liquors, Lionel- 
sama?” 


“The Nippy Liquor and brandy have been replicated so well that there is no need to 
pay for the research anymore. They will be available for sale soon.” 


“Ohh, I’m glad to hear that.” 

“You will also receive dividends from the sales. Visit the Merchant’s Guild often.” 
“Eh?” 

“You taught us how to make it, and you invested in it, so it’s only natural.” 

That’s going to be more regular income. 

Oh, speaking of which, I haven’t been to the Merchant’s Guild for a while. I should go 
check on the payments for the curry powder and such! Oh, the money from the sale of 
the loot we got from the pirate ship we entrusted to the Serdik might have already 


been deposited, too. Ah, is that going to be at the Adventurer’s Guild? 


“Takumi-dono.” 
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“Ah, yes!” 

Next was the Prime Minister. 

“About the magic paper, it is far from perfect, so it cannot be sold yet, but we made 
remarkable progress. That being the case, I have transferred the remuneration to the 


Merchant’s Guild, so please check with them.’ 


“I understand the alcohol, since I invested some money in it, but I did not invest in the 
magic paper, right?” 


“You have given me an excellent idea to use the Gaya trees.” 

“Eh!? Just because of that!?” 

“Just because of that. It’s a fair reward, and I won't accept any refusal.” 

This one seems to have already transferred the money. The Prime Minister works fast! 
“But you are still working on the magic paper, aren’t you? Then let’s use the 
remuneration to pay for the research! Oh, and let’s use my remuneration for the 
Crystal Elk antlers for the research as well! By all means, please complete the magic 
paper and set your sights on mass production!” 

I still have the magic paper that Syl gave me, but I would be more than happy to 


complete the magic paper for my children’s growth records. So it would be a good idea 
to invest in it as a research expense. 


“Prime Minister?” 

However, my proposal received only a mute response from the Prime Minister. 
“Takumi, you~ If you were to puta price on the Crystal Elk antlers, how much do you 
think it would be worth? I don’t know the exact sum either, but it must be a pretty big 


sum of money. Don't try to offer that like it’s nothing.” 


Then, Al-sama spoke to me with a tired voice. 


traitorAIZEN 51 | 177 


“Eh, but, isn’t it still better than saving it up? And it’s nice to have a steady supply of 
magic paper!” 


“I think you should get a little more attached to your money, Takumi. I hear 
adventurers don't have a steady income and have to save for retirement. See, why not 


save for a comfortable retirement?” 


“That won't be a problem. I saved plenty from completing requests. You see, my 
children often find rare things. You know, like the Crystal Elk antlers.” 


“Ah, yeah, that’s right.” 

When I implied that I had found something rare besides the Crystal Elk antlers, Al- 
sama glanced at the children who were with Grace-sama and the rest and nodded in 
understanding. 

“Come to think of it, you got your hands on the Majesta fruits and leaves and stuff like 
that. If you had gotten many things as rare as those, you would have indeed earned 
quite a bit of money by now~” 

Felix-sama nodded in consent. 

“Takumi, if you don’t want money, is there anything else you want?” 


“Something else I want?” 


“Yes. For example, let’s see~ a house. There are also many weapons or magic tools you 
may want. I don’t know if it’s worth mentioning, but jewelry or stuff like that.” 


“N~ I can’t think of anything in particular. But if I had to choose something, I'd say that 
magic tools might be useful on our travels.” 


“Is that so? Let’s look for something Takumi might want.” 


Austin-sama was looking for something that could be given to me as a reward instead 
of money. 
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CHAPTER 351 
COUNTERATTACKING WITH REWARDS 


“A magic tool that would be useful on your travels, huh~ A magic bag or something 
like that comes to mind.’ 


“Brother Felix, Takumi has Infinite Storage, so I don’t think he has a need for a magic 
bag?” 


“Ah, now that you mention it. Then, what else is there~” 

Felix-sama and Al-sama started going over the magic tools I might want. 

“Ah, that reminded me. I would like a magic ring, rather than a magic bag.” 

“A magic ring?” 

“Yes, I’m looking for them as I want my contracted beasts to carry them~” 
“Are you going to let your contracted beast carry such expensive magic tool?” 
“It would be difficult to equip them with a magic bag, after all.” 

“That is your reason?” 

“Yes.” 

To be frank, it’s that of a simple reason. 


If I equipped them with magic bags, I could, but it would be obstruction to their 
movements~ 


“Father, do we have those in the treasury?” 


“I wonder? I don't think so. What do you say, Conrad?” 
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“Yes, we have several magic bags, but there aren't any magic rings. Let’s see if we can 
find any in the country.” 


“I will leave it to you.” 
“Wah~ really? Thank you.’ 


Well, even if they find a magic ring, we will continue our search for magic rings in the 
advanced dungeons ourselves. We could make a use of more than one, after all. 


And most importantly, the kids are looking forward to going to the dungeon. If I 
canceled the trip, they would definitely complain about it. 


“Ah, that reminds me, it wasn’t supposed to be a part of the remuneration, but there 
was a request to leave a wyvern’s child in Takumi’s care, right? That request has been 
officially approved.” 


“Eh, were they born?” 

“No, not yet. However, with Charo in the lead, the wyverns are enthusiastically trying 
their best. It appears that the child who gets born the earliest will be given to your 
care.” 

“Nonono! Eh, seriously?” 

Huh, so it has been already decided!? 

“Thanks to you, there are going to be more wyverns in the castle.” 

“Eh? What do you mean?” 

“Wyverns that are kept in captivity don’t give birth to many offsprings. Thats why it’s 
hard to increase their numbers. But now they are very active. Even if we entrust one 
of them to you, there are signs that there will be more than usual, so our problems will 
be solved at once.” 


“Hahaha~” 


Al-sama explained the situation to me in a very detailed manner. Apparently, the 
wyverns are having a baby boom. 
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“Huh? But, there is a possibility that all the female wyverns will become inactive at 
once, right? Are you alright with that?” 


“Well, there’s no pressing matter, so it should be fine.” 


If there was a need to act on wyverns, it would be a problem, but it should be fine since 
there’s no pressing matter, right? However— 


“Are you not leaving for another country with the instant soup matter?” 

“Oh, I haven't had a chance to report about that yet. We have already finished talks 
with most of the countries, except Argo and Crete. Our country has also decided to sell 
them starting next month.” 

“Ah, I see.” 


Tristan-sama explained when I ask about the instant soup. 


Apparently, the sale of instant soup had already been concretely decided. That’s good 
news. 


I will report it to Brian-san, the adventurer I met in Serdik, when I send him a letter. 
“The instant soup will be sold under the direct management of the government, so you 
will receive the money in the name of the government. That’s great, Takumi. You will 
be getting payments from all the countries!” 

“ERI?” 


Whoah~ I never thought that far. 


It won't be sold in all countries yet, but it’s not that far off. The details on the bank 
statements... is going to be hard to check! 


“You are already known to many of the central authorities in many countries, after all.” 
“Eh?” 


“When we hand over the Crystal Elk antlers, lets clearly explain that they were 
provided by Takumi as well.” 
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“Wait amome—” 


“It will be alright. I will make sure to let them know how out of the ordinary Takumi 
is, so they won't suspect him of hurting the Crystal Elks.” 


Tristan-sama didn’t listen to my opinion at all. 
“Tristan-sama! I beg you, don’t mention my name!” 


“No way. It would be kinder to my spirit if the reward for the Crystal Elk antlers were 
left to the nations.” 


“I don’t need any reward!” 

“I will convey your opinion. We will then let each country make its own decision. You 
will get a magic ring or magic tools from our country. If there is nothing good, we will 
transfer the money.” 

“Ehh~” 

Tristan-sama was giving off an air of: “I have already made up my mind.” 

“Takumi, give up. There’s nothing wrong with having more money in the bank.” 
When I was downcast, was Al-sama consoled me? No, he encouraged me? 

“Look, why don’t you buy something you have always wanted?” 

“Something I always wanted? N~?” 

“Nothing? There must be something, right?” 

“Ah!” 

“You have got an idea? What is it?” 

“Is there a store that sells dragon meat or anything like that?” 


“Oil?” 
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I mean, the only thing I could think of that I wanted is dragon meat. The kids were 
ready to hunt, but I thought that if we could buy it, it would curb their cravings a bit. 


“I have a feeling that some dragon meat would deter my kids from trying to go wild 
wyvern hunting.” 


“W, wild wyvern?” 


“They found a request at the Adventurers’ Guild and they want to go. They want to 
give the Ruven family some dragon meat as a present.” 


“Come again?” 


Al-sama was absolutely stunned when he heard the reason for the desire for dragon 
meat. 


No, everyone who was listening was stunned. 

“They heard it’s delicious, so they want everyone to try it.” 

(Hah~) 

They all let out heavy sighs. 

“Takumi, dragon meat doesn’t come up for sale in stores that often.” 
“Is that so?” 

“Yeah, even if they were, who could afford to buy it?” 

“Ah, that’s true.” 


When it comes to dragon meat, it’s the kind of food that’s even more luxurious than a 
luxury item. 


Is there any store that carries items that even the nobility, let alone commoners, can’t 
easily afford? 


“Then, the only way to obtain it is to defeat it myself, after all?” 
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“What do you want to do?” 
“Nono, I’m just confirming things.” 


It is just a confirmation that if we want to eat dragon meat, we have to obtain it 
ourselves. 
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CHAPTER 352 
DISCOVERY 


“Takumi, is it true that a request to take down a wild wyvern has been put up at the 
Adventurers’ Guild?” 


“Uh, yes, it’s true.” 

“That's weird. No such report has come up to the Knights Order.’ 
Felix-sama raised his eyebrows as he tilted his head. 

“Takumi, have you heard the details of the request?” 

“Tm sorry. I haven't checked the details.” 


Unfortunately, I have not heard the details of the request. I had no intention of 
accepting it, after all. 


“But the Guild Master didn’t seem too panicked, so I guess it wasn’t that urgent.’ 
“Is that so?” 


Andy-san, the Guild Master, recommended the request but did not seem to be in a 
hurry. 


“Do all the requests that go out to the Adventurers’ Guild get reported to the Knights 
Order as well?” 


“We don’t get all of them, as you can imagine. But wyverns are a different story. Wild 
wyverns are ferocious and have a wide scope of activity. Even a sighting outside its 
territory should be reported...” 


Flying monsters can move very quickly. To be vigilant, wyvern sightings outside its 
territory are immediately to be reported to the country—the Knights Order. If that is 
the case, it is certainly strange that the leader of the Order, Felix-sama, does not know 
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about it. 

“Is that report usually from the Adventurers’ Guild?” 

“No, it’s from the feudal lords of the territory. To begin with, the request fee jumps up 
significantly when it comes to defeating wyverns. Since there is no way that the people 
of a village or town can afford it, those who request the services of the Adventurers’ 
Guild must be of a certain rank.’ 


“Oh, I see. So if the request is out there, that means the lord is aware of it, right?” 


I guess reporting is the lord’s jurisdiction, huh~ If he had failed to report it, that could 
have been a big problem~ 


“Huh? But couldn’t that mean the request is not within Guardia?” 

Although not that many, there are requests for materials for monsters that are only 
found in other countries, so there is a possibility that the wyvern subjugation could 
also be outside the country. 

“That's true. The royal capital attracts requests not only from neighboring cities, but 
also from other countries. If the request is in another country, there is no problem, but 
if it happens to be a domestic request, we would have to deal with it as soon as 
possible. We need to gather information.” 


“That’s true, too.” 


If it were domestic, they would have to deal with it immediately. They can’t just let it 
go without verification, can they? 


“Can I leave this matter to you, Felix?” 

“Yes, I have no problem with that.” 

“Felix, you must assume the worst.” 

“I understand, Brother. I will have the knights ready to move at a moment’s notice.” 


For my part, I hope that the request to defeat the wyvern is out of the country. If it’s 
within the country, it will make me feel like I have brought political problems into the 
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country! 


“I think I can be of some help in the war effort, so please give me a word if you need 


» 


me. 
“Oh, that’s very encouraging. I will be happy to submit a designated request then.” 
When I offered to help in any way I could, Austin-sama smiled at me. 

“In that case, we will have to discuss the remuneration, won't we?” 

“Nonono, let’s not do that.” 


“Nope, you need premium for that. We owe you a lot already, so we have to add a little 
more color into that.” 


I always try to bargain, but when the other party comes on strong, I am the one who 
gets intimidated. 


Well, they have to check the details of the Wyvern request first, so that was the end of 
the discussion for now. 


“Come to think of it, you came back to celebrate the marriage of the second son of the 
Ruven family, didn’t you?” 


“Yes, sir” 

The conversation turned to why we had returned to the Capital this time. 
“Miss Rosalie has been suffering for a long time, so I want her to be happy.” 
“Oh, you mean to say that Wald-sama’s partner is this Rosalie-sama?” 

“Y, yeah, it’s Miss Rosalie Graciez... were you not told?” 

We now know the name of the woman Wald-sama is marrying! 


But everyone here was more than a little surprised that I didn’t know who Wald-sama 
was getting married to. 
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“Ruven family gave me very little information so that I would not be prejudiced by the 
letter they sent us. So all I know is that she is a daughter of a Marquis and that she has 
silver hair and blue eyes because of the gift we prepared for her.’ 

“Whoah~ the Ruven family is so thorough~ They didn’t even tell you her name?” 
“Yes, this is my first time hearing about it.” 


Al-sama was a little taken aback. 


“She’s the Graciez family daughter, a distant relative of our family. My aunt is married 
into the Graciez family.” 


“Hoh~. And then?” 

Perhaps convinced by my appeal, Tristan-sama slowly began to speak. 

From the very beginning, though, quite a bit of information came out of him! 

“Im not convinced that that’s the only reaction I’m getting when I hear that she has 
royal blood, but whatever. Miss Rosalie is my aunt’s granddaughter, and perhaps 


because of the richness of her blood, she has tremendous magic power.’ 


Erm... For Tristan-sama, she would be his cousin’s child. To Austin-sama and siblings, 
she would be their second cousin? 


“Having a lot of magic power is a good thing, isn’t it?” 


The amount of magic power is often inherited. Therefore, its amount is somewhat 
taken into account in the marriage conditions of royalty and nobility. 


Therefore, the royalty—Tristan-sama and his family, also have a lot of magic power. 
“That’s true, but in Miss Rosalie’s case, it is too much.” 
... loo much? 


If you have more magic power, doesn’t that just increase the frequency and scale of 
magic you can use? 
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“Forgive me. I have no idea what's bad about that.” 


“Takumi, when one has too much magic, it becomes difficult to control it, especially 
spells that require only a little amount of magic power.’ 


“Can't you do something about it through training?” 

“The training itself is dangerous. If things were to go wrong, a city would be lost.” 
“Then, a barrier to protect against it—” 

“Not many people can put up such a powerful barrier!” 


When I declared that I honestly did not understand what he was saying, Al-sama 
explained it to me in detail, but in the end, he got angry for some reason. 


“But that just means you can't use magic, right? There are a lot of people out there who 
can use magic tools but not magic, right? However, by the looks of it, there’s more than 
that to it, isn’t there? 


“Yes, in Miss Rosalie’s case, that’s not all. Uncontrollable magic can be intimidating to 
others.” 


“Oh, I see what you mean. N? Are there, by any chance, any unfavorable rumors flying 
around about Miss Rosalie?” 


“It is much calmer now, but when she was a student it was pretty bad. Deliberately 
pushing her into intimidating others was still considered cute among the things that 
happened then.” 


I see, so that’s why they didn’t tell me her name. Because if I knew her name, I might 
have heard some strange rumors. 


“But, she’s a young lady of the Marquis’ household, and with the royal blood flowing 
through her veins at that. How did things get so bad?” 


“Unfortunately, Miss Rosalie was beyond control even for the Marquis. Moreover, since 
most of it took place within the academy, things were pretty much like this when I 
found out.” 
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“I see.” 

“Takumi, don’t get me wrong. Miss Rosalie is a kind-hearted and graceful woman.” 
Marquis’ daughter, of royal blood, and a kind-hearted lady. She seems to be a good 
candidate minus her intimidating magic power, so it’s a wonder she hasn’t had a fiancé 


before, but, well, there’s no need to go into the deep end of the story. 


“It’s okay. I didn’t mean to sound rude, but I’m not harboring any bad impressions, 
even if I do feel sympathetic.” 


“T see.” 
Tristan-sama looked relieved. 


Because a woman whom Wald-sama decide to marry so quickly could not possibly be 
an evil woman. 


He would not like the idea of an evil woman, and even if it was a political marriage, he 
would reject it outright and clearly. On the other hand, if she is a good person, he would 
not mind even if she is a person with an ugly reputation. 


“But, there’s something that doesn’t add up...” 
“What is it, Takumi?” 


“Why were the Ruvens so adamant about not telling me who it was, when it seems like 
something they could have told me clearly?” 


“Ah~ Takumi, isn’t that it? Maybe it’s not to discredit Miss Rosalie or something?” 
“Is that so?” 


I heard that ugly stories about noble young ladies can be fatal even if they are not true, 
so let’s just leave it at that~ 
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CHAPTER 353 
UNUSUAL THING 


“Tm going to ask Wald-sama a lot of questions when I tease him next time.” 
“Haha. Well, do what you will.” 


Since Rosalie-sama seems to have been through a lot in her life, there may be some 
forbidden words or phrases I shouldn't say before her, so I will ask Wald-sama about 
them. 


“By the way, are you interested in auctions, Takumi?” 

That was the end to Rosalie-sama’s story, and the conversation changed again. 
Al-sama asked me about auctions. 

“Auctions? The fact that there is an auction is new to me.” 


“There are auctions of all sizes, but twice a year there is a large country-sponsored 
auction in the spring and fall.” 


“Heeh~ I didn’t know that. I didn’t hear about it last year~” 


I was in the Capital this time last year as well, but I never heard anything about an 
auction. 


Oh, no, was that it? Maybe it was a time when we were away from the Capital because 
I was in Argo on a request. 


“Takumi, I will inform you now, but there are no dragon meats or magic rings put up 
on sale at the moment.” 


“Well, those will seldom appear.’ 


I thought, ‘just maybe’...but, my expectations were not met. 
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Well, since the person who is the organizer says so, they certainly will not be 
auctioning them off this time. 


“But, there may be other bargains to be found.” 
“That's right. It sounds fun, but...” 

“But?” 

“I can’t take the kids there with me, can |?” 


“Ah~ you had that problem~ I won't say you can’t bring them with you, but it’s not a 
good look~” 


“I thought so.” 


I would like to go to the auction because | think some of the items are rare and never 
seen before, but children who might make noise in the auction room are usually not 
welcome. 


“It’s possible to go alone if the kids agree, but auction... would they agree with not 
going?” 


Maybe Rebecca-san can take care of the kids, but I bet the kids will want to go because 
it sounds like fun when it comes to an event where they can see a variety of items. If 
we keep quiet, people might not notice us, but since they are... intuitive kids, it would 
be better to stop them from learning to lie and of course, keeping silent when 
unnecessary. 


“There is a way, if you don’t mind standing out.” 
“Err... lets hear it first?” 

“You can come with me, as an invited guest.” 
With the royalty. Yeah, that definitely stands out! 


“Ah, but, bringing the kids with me will stand out... just as much?” 
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Then I guess I will have less trouble going with the royalty? 

“Yeah. Would you like to go together with me then?” 

“If that’s okay with you, can we join you?” 

“Yeah, I don’t mind.” 

Since Al-sama allowed us to accompany him, I will obediently thank him. 

“Good for you, Alfried. Now that you have companions, you won't feel lonely anymore.” 
“Uncle!! What nonsense are you talking about!” 


Lionel-sama called out to Al-sama as if he is making fun of him. That was... completely 
amusing~ 


“Is Al-sama the only one going to the auction?” 
“It’s an annual thing, so someone has to go and represent us.” 


Even though the auction is hosted by the royal family, it does not seem that the royal 
family will be all present on the day of the auction. 


“I see. So you invited me because you were lonely?” 


“There’s no way it’s like that! Even if I said I was going alone, I would be escorted, so 
how could I be lonely or anything!” 


As if riding on Lionel-sama’s bandwagon, I asked him a question with a bit of teasing 
tone, to which he quickly responded. 


Well, that’s right. It’s impossible for royalty to go out without an escort or a follower, 
isn’t it? Even a royal outing with a retinue would have had guards. 


“But, won't it be a problem if I go with you? Would it make it more difficult for the 
guards?” 


“Tm sure it will be fine, so don’t worry about it and go with Al. I know he says he won't 
be lonely, but being held for long periods of time with no one to talk to can be a pain.” 
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Austin-sama told me that if you actively participate in the auction, you won't have too 
much free time on your hands, but if you don't, it would be better to have someone 
accompany you. 


And by a companion, I mean someone other than an escort or a follower. Well, you 
can’t chat too much with your escort or squire in public, can you? 


“If there’s something you want, you can actively participate, or you can just enjoy the 
atmosphere, So it’s fine if you plan to just go hang out with Al.” 


“I understand. Then I will look forward to it.” 
Since Austin-sama said it’s okay, I will just go have fun in general. 


“Oh, we are still accepting rare items, so if you have something that would be a 
highlight for us, you are more than welcome to exhibit it. I think you might have a 
something unusual on you, right?” 


“Something that could be auctioned off? Something unusual? Let’s see~” 


Something unusual~ Something rare. Something not often seen. Something people 
would like. 


N~ how good of a thing it should be? 

“Crystal Elk antlers?” 

“That would cause a fuss.” 

“Then, how about the polka-dot dye? I still have more of those.” 
“Ah, that might be a good item to acution off.” 

“Also... Gaya wood, Majesta fruit, Majesta leaves, Kelm salt.” 
“Ah~ all those would be appreciated.” 

At any rate, I will list every single thing I can think of. 


Orc King and Orc General meat sounds good, but the kids don’t like selling food-related 
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items! Oh, then, Majesta fruit might be out of question, too? 

And then there’s that~... — 

“Large pearls, Rainbow flowers, Red truffles, Reiki weeds, Flame grass.” 

“Wait, wait, wait up! Wait a moment, please! You listed all kinds of strange things!” 
I gave these names knowing they would interject, though! 

And as I planned, Austin-sama showed a panicked expression. 


“I also have some rare medicines that were given to me.” 


“Haah... it seems that you have much more to list, but let’s hear it first. What’s the 
medicine? What kind of medicine?” 


“Red Rose Drops and Blue Rose Drops.” 
“Blue Rose drops!?” 


At this moment, Richard-sama, who has been mostly listening, suddenly raised his 
voice. 


He seems to have reacted to the Blue Rose Drops, and that is... conception medicine, 
right? Perhaps— 


“Excuse me for asking, Richard-sama, you don’t have any children yet?” 
“Yeah, we are having quite a difficult time conceiving.” 


The Blue Rose Drops is the perfect medicine for couples who want to have a child but 
are having trouble conceiving one. 


Richard-sama is still young, so I don’t think there’s any need to be in such a hurry, but 
his expression seems a little desperate, so it’s probably best not to ask too much. 


“In that case, I will give this to you.” 


“Nonono, that’s not the kind of thing you can offer up that easily! That being the case, 
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if you put it up for auction, I’m sure it would fetch a pretty penny.’ 


“I would rather it is useful to someone I know than sell it to someone I don’t know. If 
it’s something you need, I can give it to you.” 


I originally mentioned it as an example, but I didn’t want to put it up for auction 
because it’s a rarely available drug. 


“Not wanting to sell it is so much like you.” 

Lionel-sama laughed with amusement. 

“It’s so like me, right? That being the case, Richard-sama, please take it.” 
“N, no, that’s...” 

I put the medicine bottle in Richard-sama’s flustered hands. 

“Let me see the baby when it’s born.” 

“Takumi-dono, I’m in your debt. However, let me pay the full price.” 


I decided to accept the market price because Richard-sama seemed to be concerned 
about taking it for free. 
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CHAPTER 354 
SNACK TIME 


yy 


“ Onii~chan~ 
“Have you finished the difficult conversation?” 

Allen and Elena came to our side with Grace-sama. 

“Give snacks.” 

“Please.” 

It seemed that they had come to beg for snacks, but on the children’s side, in addition 
to fruit water, there should have been some tea cakes, although I did not see them 


clearly. 


“I thought there were snacks for you to eat?” 


un wy 


For Ju-chan. 
“We wanna let him eat.” 

“What Oniichan made.” 

“Haha, I see.” 

It seems that they want to let Julius-sama eat the snacks that they always eat. 
“But you see~...” 


I have some leftover snacks in my Infinite Storage, but that doesn’t mean I can just give 
them to the kids. After all, we are dealing with the royalty here. 


“T don’t mind.” 
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“It’s fine as long as it’s made by you, Takumi. Oh, please give it to us too.” 


However, Tristan-sama gave us permission easily. And when it came to Austin-sama, 
he asked for their portion as well. Well, that’s fine. 


“Err... then, what do you want?” 
“Em, you see~... all kinds of things!” 


“All kinds?” 


All kinds... do they mean something like an assortment of several kinds of treats? Or 
do you mean multiple of the same thing with various flavors, like ice cream? 


“Allen, Elena, a little more detail please.” 
“N, you see, pound cake!” 

“And crepes!” 

They went with assortment. 

“Alright.” 

I laid out a large plate with several kinds of pound cakes, crepes, sweet flavored mochi, 
and even smaller glasses of pudding and jelly. I prepared plates and forks, and let 
people take what they wanted, mini-buffet style. It would be difficult and troublesome 
to prepare an assortment for the number of people here in the normal way, we were 
not in a kitchen, after all. 


“Then, take what catches your eye.” 


Oh, the other party is royalty, so should I take it for them instead of letting them take 
it for themselves? 


“Allen, Elena, ask Grace-sama and the others what they want to eat, and take it to them 
on the plates.” 


“Tristan-sama is there anything you are interested in?” 
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Allen and Elena first called out to Grace-sama, then to Aurora-sama and Julius-sama, 
who were with them on the other side of the room, so I asked Tristan-sama. 


“I will go with whatever you recommend.” 
“Understood.” 


“However... you are not a professional chef, and yet it seems you create more food than 
most people in this line of work, Takumi.” 


“In my case, I just cook whatever I feel like eating.” 


I like cooking quite a bit, but I don’t think I could do it as my main occupation. Because 
it’s not like I could make what I wanted to make, and it seems like a lot of work to think 
about the budget per meal, the nutrition, the coloring... and all those other details. 


“Takumi, do you mind if I pick whatever I like?” 
“No, go ahead.” 


The three princes couldn't wait and started to choose by themselves, so after Tristan- 
sama, I asked Lionel-sama, Richard-sama, and the Prime Minister what they liked. 


“They all look delicious, don’t they~” 
That’s right!”” 


» 
! 


“Everything Oniichan makes 
“Is delish!” 


“Yes, truly. Still, I didn’t know you can make so many varieties of this so-called pound 
cake.” 


“The ones our cooks make may have different kinds of nuts and dried fruits, but they 
have never tasted like this!” 


There was a time I only made one type of pound cake. It was plain dough with dried 
fruits and nuts. I distributed that recipe to the houses I knew well and, of course, 
shared it with the cooks at the castle. 
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They did try to vary the nuts and dried fruits they mixed in, but it seems that they 
could not alter the dough. 


“It looks like there is nothing in it, but it smells like lemoné. Why is it that there are no 
chopped lemoné pieces in it?” 


The chef must have made a pound cake with chopped dried lemoné before. When she 
tasted my pound cake, she was surprised at the difference. 


The one I made was made with grated lemoné peel and juice, so the texture itself 
would be different from the one made with chopped dried lemoné fruit. 


“This one is with carrots and Ena grass.” 
“Yummy~” 
|” 


“Even Julius who hates vegetables loves this 


Aurora-sama was impressed by the pound cake with carrots and Ena grass—spinach 
made into a paste. Children’s dislike of vegetables is the bane of all mothers~ 


“What is your goal, Takumi? The best chef in the world?” 

“No, I’m not aiming for anything. I just like good food.” 

“L also like good food, but the thought of cooking myself has never crossed my mind~” 
Al-sama was a bit disgruntled. 

I mean, the food I want to eat is not sold, so I have no choice but to make it myself! 
Making it myself also takes a lot of time and effort, so sometimes I would rather just 
buy it and get it over with, but I can’t do that~ 

I give out recipes for some things, but... this is that. Even if I teach it to a noble family 
or the castle, it won’t spread much because the exclusive cooks in those places will 


only be able to make it, not sell it. 


On the other hand, what I teach merchants and stores will spread in the blink of an 
eye, so I have to also teach them how to make it readily available. 
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“In Al-sama’s case, isn’t it because you didn’t grow up in an environment where you 
had to cook for yourself to begin with?” 


“Ah~ that may be so.” 
“Would you like to cook with me sometime? It would be useful to be able to make even 
a simple soup for when you go to a dungeon or when you are away from home, 


wouldn't it?” 


“I will pass. I mean, we now have the instant soups thanks to you. That is going to be 
priceless.” 


I tried to invite Al-sama to cook, but he casually declined. 
Well, princes don't have to cook, do they? 

“ Oniichan, Oniichan.” 

“Allen is going to cook with you!” 
“Elena also wants to cook together!” 


“Haha, thank you.” 


I was a little dejected, so Allen and Elena consoled me that they would cook together 
with me. 
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IDLE TALK 15 
CHILDREN’S REUNION 


Grace’s Point of View 


When the adventurers, Takumi-san and his children, I know very well, came to visit, a 
natural smile spilled on my face. 


When you are the Queen of a nation, there are many people who flatter you and try to 
take advantage of you more than is necessary. It’s really tiring to deal with such people. 


However, Takumi-san and his children are different. They are very natural, and I feel 
at ease with them. Of course, it is not that Takumi-san and the children don’t respect 
us... or anything. 


Takumi-san was very courteous in the beginning, too. In a good way. He was not used 
to it, but he was very polite. But then we encouraged him to be more open~ 


Normally, people wouldn't change their attitude so easily even if we said so, but they 
sensed that we really wanted them to, and they became a little more easy-going. 


Since their honest and straightforward nature can be clearly conveyed, their likability 
has only increased in my mind. My husband and sons also like Takumi-san and his 


family very much. 


I have to say, though, that there are many things about Takumi-san that surprise me. 
That’s... well, his charm, I guess. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-chan, come over here.” 
“’Okay~”” 
“You two seem to be doing well. You haven't gotten injured, right?” 


(CEL 


We are alright!” 
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I called the children to this side of the room to leave Takumi-san have a complicated 
conversation with the men, and they came this way without hesitation. They are really 
obedient children. 


“Ah, it’s the picture book Onii~chan and Onee~chan!” 


«a wy 


Ju-chan, hello~ 
“Hello~” 


This is the third time my grandson, Julius, has met with Allen-kun and Elena-chan. And 
yet, Julius seems to have remembered them well. 


He had met the son of a nobleman, a potential aide and friend, several times, but he 
had a hazy recollection of him. I wonder if he remembers them because the time he 
spent with them was so much fun? 


» 
! 


“Ju-chan, you are so big now~ 
“Ju-chan, were you doing well?” 


“Yeah, doing well. How about you?” 


u» wy 


We were doing well, too~ 


I know this may sound like a boastful comment about my grandchild, but Julius is a 
quick talker and a smart kid. In addition, perhaps because of the environment in which 
he was raised... he is also a very cautious child. However, he’s completely comfortable 
with Allen-kun and Elena-chan, isn’t he? 


...| wonder if he senses that his parents and grandparents also put their guards down 
around them? 


Ah I wy 
. 


“What is the matter?” 


«a yy 


Wait a moment, okay~ 


Allen-kun and Elena-chan shouted as if they had just remembered something, and 
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then immediately ran toward Takumi-san. 
“I wonder what it is?” 
“They are getting something from Takumi-san, it seems.” 


When the children received a basket from Takumi-san, they returned with smiles on 
their faces. 


“Here.” 
“Souvenirs.” 


It seemed that they had prepared souvenirs for us. The children remembered that they 
had prepared them and went to get them from Takumi-san. 


“Oh my! Thank you.” 


Inside the basket they handed me were black skinned berries and bottles of liquid 
with light colors and polka dots. 


“These black ones are fruits, aren’t they?” 
“Yeah, Leychii!”” 


“And this liquid are... in very pretty-looking colors, what is it?” 


«a I wy 
. 


Erm, Said it’s dyes 


“Dyes!? The things you dye cloth with?” 


(CEL yy 


That! For making clothes. 
“Oh my goodness!” 

I couldn't help but shout at the sight of a type of dye I had never seen before. 
What is it?” 

“Obaa~sama?” 
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I suddenly shouted out, and the children called out to me in concern. 
“Excuse me. I was taken aback a little, but don’t worry.” 

”Really?””” 

“Yes, really.” 

They all were so cute when they looked up at me with concern! 
“Allen-kun, Elena-chan, where did you get something this unusual?” 
Found in a dungeon!” 

“A dungeon, huh.” 

Speaking of dungeons where dyes are found, there is the “Dungeon of Colors” in 
Serdik. But I have never heard of such a vivid-colored or patterned dyes being found 
there! I will have to talk to Takumi-san about it in detail later! 

“Dungeon? What’s that~?” 

Julius tilted his head at the word he had never heard before. The word “dungeon” 
never comes up in everyday conversation, after all. No wonder Julius had never heard 
ofit. 

“It’s a fun place!” 

“Its an amusing place!” 

“I want to go there, too!” 

“’Okay~ let’s go together!” 

Wait a minute, please. Dungeons are not places you go to play around carefreely. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-chan. Julius is not ready to enter a dungeon just yet.” 


“Ts that so?” 
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“Yes, Julius hasn’t practiced martial arts yet, you see.” 


It’s not a question of whether he can or cannot do martial arts, but we have to stop 
them anyway! 


“Then, Allen will protect him!” 
“Elena will do her best, too!” 


A dungeon is not a place where a child can go while being protected by another child, 
but... these kids seem capable enough to do it... I have a feeling they can do it. But— 


“Still, it’s a little too soon.” 
“"Can’t~?”” 
“Obaa~sama~?” 


“You cannot go right now. When Julius gets older and wants to go, then you can take 
him with you.” 


oe Alright~””” 
I’m glad all three of you are such obedient children~ 


After that, since Julius couldn't go, he wanted to listen to stories about dungeons... and 
he listened to Allen-kun and Elena-chan’s story with sparkling eyes. 


“Onii~chan~”” 

“Have you finished the difficult conversation?” 

I thought it was about time to finish the complicated discussion, so I took Allen-kun 
and Elena-chan to the men’s table, where the children ran up to Takumi-san with joy. 
You could clearly see how much they love their brother. 


“Give snacks.” 


“Please.” 
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Allen-kun and Elena-chan were asking Takumi-san for snacks for Julius. 


Takumi-san’s homemade food, both full-course meals and sweets, are wonderfully 
delicious. So, there is no doubt that Julius will like them. However, if Julius likes them 
and begs to eat them in the future, the problem is that it is not easy to replicate them 
for him. 
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CHAPTER 355 
GREAT FORTUNE 


The day after our visit to the castle, I didn’t feel like going out, so we stayed inside the 
Ruven residence. 


“Tm going to make Daifuku.” 

“Snack?” 

“Yeah. It’s made from mochi (glutinous rice cake) and anko (red bean paste).” 
Ohh! Let’s make Daifuku~!”” 


I decided to make strawberry Daifuku, as requested from Syl... no, Marianora-sama, 
and borrowed a section of the kitchen at the Ruven residence. Although I say that, it 
was only a work table in the corner of the room. 


The cooks seemed to be curious about what we were going to do, but they were busy 
with their own work, so they gave priority to their own tasks. Maybe we should 
prepare some refreshments for them later. 


“First of all, let’s cook a big batch of Red Wheat...” 
We have a lot of Red Wheat, so I decided to make a large quantity. 


That being the case, we will also need to prepare a large quantity of anko. Strawberry 
Daifuku uses... koshian (fine red bean paste)? Or was it shiroan (white bean paste)? 
Well, why not make both? Oh, we don’t have to make Daifuku only with strawberries, 
but we can also use other fruits, right? 


Let’s say we make regular Daifuku as well, so for all that we will need tsubuan (chunky 
red bean paste), koshian, and shiroan. And then... shiroan mixed with chocolate, or 
ishiuri—pumpkin, sweet potato, and so on. 


“What can we do~?”” 
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“Let’s see, how about you guys make anko dango?” 
Anko dango?” 


“The kind with anko rolled into a ball. Strawberry... I mean, could you try rolling Ichi 
in anko... at least to this size?” 


““Alright~”” 


I prepared some not so big Ichi fruits that were more uniform in size, and made a 
sample dango by sticking some koshian on one of them. Allen and Elena then 
proceeded to make more anko dango in a familiar manner. 


Meanwhile, I decided to prepare the mochi. Mochi is made by steaming and mashing 
Red Wheat, but it becomes hard when it cools down, so I added sugar to the rice while 
mashing it so that it does not become hard. 

“Its quite a hassle when making a large volume, huh~” 

It was quite a hassle to crush them manually using a mortar and pestle. But that 
doesn’t mean that working with a mortar and pestle is too ostentatious. Come to think 
of it, I was thinking of having something like a kneader magic tool made, but I had just 
ordered a variety of other magic tools, so I had put that on hold and forgotten to ask 
for it. 


“Oniichan!”” 


“What is it~? are you done already?” 


ay wy 


Not yet~ You see, you see. 
“Please give.” 
“Nana fruit.” 


I thought they had already finished making the anko dango, but it seems the children 
wanted Nana fruit. 


“Nana fruit? Sure... you want to eat it?” 
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“’Noo~”” 

“Wanna put it in chocolate.” 

“Like we did Ichi!” 

“Ohh!” 

Nana fruit in chocolate red bean paste! Yeah, that sounds like a match made in heaven! 
“Allen, Elena, you are geniuses! What a great idea!” 

”Ehehe~”” 

“How amazing~ If you come up with other matches, please say so.” 

Fruits~?”” 


“Fruits, berries, nuts, whatever is fine. Anything that you think would go well with 
mochi.” 


u» 


Then, ice” 
“Ohh!” 
Ice cream Daifuku! My kids really are geniuses! 


Ah, but the ice cream Daifuku I’m imagining is not made with mochiko (sweet rice 
flour), but with shiratamako (different kind of sweet rice flour), isn’t it? But, well, even 
if it were made with mochiko, it should definitely taste delicious. 


“Good, good!” 


I have plenty of ice cream in my Infinite Storage, so I can make it with no problem... 
Oh, how do we roll the ice cream, though? I remember thinking about asking for an ice 
cream scoop, but... I totally forgot. At any rate, I will have to somehow manage to roll 
it up with a spoon today. 


wy 


“ Oniichan. 
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“Its done.” 
“We have finished~” 
“Ohh~ you made a lot. Thank you.” 


When Allen and Elena finished making the anko dango, I also finished preparing the 
mochi. 


“Then, let’s get wrapping next.” 
Here comes the crucial moment! Or rather, the difficult part. 


After cutting the mochi into a sheet and dusting it with potato starch to prevent it from 
sticking to my hands, I lightly stretched it out and wrapped the anko dango in it. 


“Wow! So sticky!” 
Oniichan, do your best!”” 


“Ah, I pulled too hard and made a hole!” 


u» » 
! 


Oniichan, a little more 
The mochi stuck all over my fingers while I was trying to wrap it. 
Allen and Elena were cheering me on with excited looks. 

“I, it’s done~” 

”Ohh~”” 


The first piece of strawberry Daifuku was somehow made, although it was quite 
misshapen. 


“Anyhow, let’s try tasting it.” 


Yay 


It was difficult to cut Daifuku with a knife, so I used wind magic to quickly cut it into 
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three equal parts. 


(CEL wy 


Yummy~ 


Next, I wrapped regular Daifuku and banana-chocolate bean paste in mochi, 
struggling to get it right, and we tasted it right away. 


Both are delish~”” 
The appearance of the mochi still looked ugly, but the taste seems to be fine. 


Well, as for the appearance, it was better than the first one, so it will get better with 
more of them. 


“Alright! Let’s keeping them going!” 
“Can Allen try~?” 

“Elena wants to give it a try, too!” 

“Sure, but... it’s quite difficult, you know?” 

The kids wanted to try making Daifuku, so I let them try. 
“Muu...” 

“Put a little more flour on your hands.” 

“Nn?” 


“Right, right, just like that.” 


Allen and Elena wrinkled their brows as they wrapped it up with serious expressions 
on their faces. 


It’s done~ ps 
“Ohh~ looking good!” 


Maybe better than my first time. No, definitely better. 
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“So, are you two going to help me?” 
“Leave it to us!”” 

“Alright. Let’s keep them going then.” 

Oha p” 

Allen and Elena were now in force, and the three of us mass-produced Daifuku. 
“Okay, this is the last one.” 


“We are finished~!”” 


“Allen, Elena, I will take care of the cleanup, so can you deliver the freshly made 
Daifuku to Rebecca-san and the others?” 


“We will help cleaning up~?”” 

“Don't worry, it won't take long. Go ahead and ask for tea to be prepared.” 
“’ Okay~”” 

“Will go first.” 


“And ask for tea.” 


After seeing Allen and Elena off with the Daifuku, I cleaned up. Well, although I say 
that, I have been cleaning as we progressed, so it didn’t take me too long. 


“Barry-san, I hope you could eat this with everyone.’ 
“Ah, thank you so much!” 


“They get hard when they dry, so if you can’t eat them right away, please keep a cloth 
over them.” 


“Okay, I understand.” 


“Then, I’m sorry to have disturbed you~” 
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I gave the cooks’ share of Daifuku to the Head Chef, Barry-san. I’m sorry, but each of 
them only got one. I gave them a mixture of different flavors of Daifuku, so I don’t know 
who will get what flavor. Oh, I didn’t know when they will eat them, so I did not give 
them the ice cream filled ones. 


“I have to deliver them to Syl next~” 


I left the kitchen and sent Daifuku to Syl in a secluded place, and that was the end of 
my mission. 


The request was for strawberry Daifuku, but I ended up sending an assortment of 
various Daifuku. I wonder if she will like them? 
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CHAPTER 356 
FOOD SAMPLING 


“Oniichan, you came~!”” 

“We were waiting for you~” 

“Quickly sit down~” 

When I met up with the children who had taken Daifuku and headed ahead to the 
lounge where Rebecca-san was staying, they were waiting for me as if to say, “You are 
finally here.” 

“Huh? You were waiting for me?” 


“Isn't delicious food even better when everyone eats it together?” 


“You are saying it’s delicious, but this will be your first time eating it, so it might not 
be to your liking, Rebecca-san~” 


“Oh my, if it’s something you made, then of course it’s going to be delicious.” 
Whoah~ That’s a lot of confidence in me~ But, it makes me happy. 

“Right, right, Takumi-san. Why don’t you call Joule-chan and others, too?” 
Is that okay~?”” 

“Yes, of course. I haven’t seen them for a while, too.” 


Rebecca-san and the others know I have Contracted beasts, and they have met many 
times. 


I took her word for it and called up the Fenrir Joule, Celestial Tiger Feat, Thunderhawk 
Bolt, Scarlet King Leo Vector, and Forest Rat Mile. Oh, and since there’s opportunity, 
let’s call Shiro and the other pastel rabbits, too! 
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(Kyan!) 
(Garu!) 
“My, oh my, what is the matter?” 


When Joule noticed that Rebecca-san was there, he was the first to run up to her and 
try to get her to pat his head. Vector noticed this and followed. 


“You guys seem to be doing well~” 

(Yes, doing very well!) 

(Oh my! Is this voice Joule-chan’s? What an adorable voice~” 

Joule and the others seem to have become able to send telepathic messages to people 
other than me and the children, perhaps because they have become more proficient 
in the Telepathy skill, and they were happily talking to Rebecca-san. 

(Yes, that’s right. How about you, Mama?) 

“Tm also doing very well.” 

(I see. That’s good. Hey, hey, Mama, pat me~) 

“Okay~” 

(Ah, Joule, that’s unfair! Mama, me too!) 

“Fufu, Vector-chan is spoiled as always~” 

For some reason, Joule and the others call Rebecca-san “Mama”. I think it’s because 
she’s like a mother to me, who they look up as their older brother... but Rebecca-san 
seemed to accept it without question. She has a big heart~ 

(Fufu. Then, I’m going to have Niisama pat me) 


(Aniue, me too, please.) 


(Then, I will get patted by Allen and Elena!) 


traitorAIZEN 90 | 177 


Feat, Bolt, and Mile came up to me and the kids. 
(Huh? What is this? New food?) 

(Oh my, really. Is this... mochi?) 

(Is this something Aniue made?) 

(Eh, new stuff? What is it, what is it?) 

Joule and the others noticed the Daifuku on the table. 


“Ah, right” 


u» wy 


We forgot~ 
“Rebecca-san, give it a try.’ 
“’Obaasama, eat up, eat up~”” 
“Fufu, right. Let me give it a try.’ 


We were so busy with Joule and the others that I forgot to ask them to eat the Daifuku. 


“Today, I have prepared Ichi Daifuku and Choco-nana Daifuku. There are also some 
without fruit, but we will get to those later.” 


As expected, I don’t think we could eat all kinds of Daifuku at once, so I prepared 
Daifuku with fruit today. 


“So itis called Daifuku.” 
Yeah” 


“From the name, it must contain Ichi fruit and Nana fruit, right? And then there’s 
mochi around it?” 


un 


Correct!” 


“Ichu fruit koshi-an.” 
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“Nana choco-an.” 


«a y” 
. 


Is inside 
“Oh my, is that so~” 


Rebecca-san, Joule, and the rest were eating Daifuku while listening to Allen and 
Elena’s explanation. 


“Mochi, isn’t that what you had us try back in Rubia?” 

That’s right!” 

I once made a freshly pounded mochi, with a variety of toppings prepared for others. 
At that time, I think it was Mitarashi sauce, anko, roasted soybean flour, grated daikon, 
and butter shoyu? 

“Oh my, it’s very delicious~” 

(((((Yeah, delicious!))))) 

“Yay~!"” 

Apparently, everyone liked it. 

“Mochi can have many flavors, I see~” 

(Yeah, yeah! They go with everything! I like everything, but I like Mitarashi the most!) 
(Indeed~ I think I like Ichi fruit and anko the most~) 

(I like the daikon one.) 

(I like this chocolate one the most!) 

(I like soybean flour!) 


“My, oh my, everyone’s tastes are all over the place~” 


Rebecca-san giggled as Joule and the others expressed their own preferences for 
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mochi, but their opinions are so varied. 
(Truly!) 


(Fufu. But, isn’t that just fine? It’s just that the flavors we like best are different, but we 
all like the others, too, don’t we?) 


(Indeed. I like the other flavors, too.) 

(Me too!) 

(I am the same!) 

It makes me happy to hear that you like all the flavors. 


) 


“As expected, everything Takumi-san makes is delicious.’ 
The things Oniichan makes are the best in the world!”” 


“My, oh my!” 


Rebecca-san summed it up, but then Joule and the others and Rebecca-san look at each 
other and started laughing at Allen and Elena’s comment. 


“But, it’s exactly as Allen-chan and Elena-chan said.” 
(((((Yeah!))))) 

I’m embarrassed to be praised that much. 

“You are praising me too much.” 


u» 


That’s not truemon!”” 


(((((That's right!))))) 


The kids’ confidence in me is quite incredible, too~ 


“Fufu, I’m happy for you, Takumi-san.” 


traitorAIZEN 93 | 177 


Rebecca-san was smiling at our exchange. 
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CHAPTER 357 
CONVENIENT TOOLS 


The day after we made Daifuku, I decided to go to Grandpa Sol’s magic tool shop to 
have a kneader made before I forgot. 


“"Hello~”” 
“Oh! You came~” 


As we entered the building, which still looked like a rundown haunted house, we were 
greeted by Grandpa Sol, the owner of the store. 


“Hello. Long time no see.” 

“I heard you were leaving the Capital, but I didn’t know you returned~” 
“Yes, we have some business to attend to here. Ah, this is a souvenir for you.” 
“Oh, thanks.” 

I gave him some Daifuku we made yesterday as a souvenir. 


“Ah, it’s not a souvenir from our previous desination, it’s just something sweet we 
made.” 


“Hooh~ sweet, huh. Can I taste it right away?” 


“Of course, it’s called Daifuku, it was made from Red Wheat and Red Beans. Ah, it’s 
quite springy in texture, so be careful not to choke on it.” 


“This is my first time eating Red Wheat.” 
Grandpa Sol picked up the Daifuku with a curious look on his face and bit into it. 


“Ohh, it really is chewy~ but also very yummy.” 
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“Really?” 

“Allen also made this.” 

“Elena also did her best.” 

“Is that so? That is incredible.” 

Daifuku seemed to suit Grandpa Sol’s palate. 


“Is this chewy texture coming from the Red Wheat? I see, I see. So you want a magic 
tool made to help you crush Red Wheat into this chewy texture... something like that?” 


“Am I wrong?” 

“You understand me too well.” 

Grandpa Sol guessed exactly what kind of magic tool I was going to ask him for. 
“Fuoh, fuoh, fuoh. Looks like I got it right.” 

“Ojiichan, amazing!”” 
“Fuoh, fuoh, fuoh.” 


“You really guessed it right.” 


“I’ve never seen Red Wheat in the flesh, but I take it from the name that it’ should be 
grains just like White Wheat?” 


“That’s correct.” 
He really knows what he’s talking about. 
“How about it? Can you do it?” 


“Let's see~ I could do something like a hammer that moves at regular internvals, but 
then... it could only crush in one place.” 
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“Indeed.” 


Worst-case scenario, I could have just the hammer part made, and do the rest myself, 
but... — 


“N~ Let’s see~ Would it be possible if there was a mechanism for the action of shifting 
the Red Wheat, even just a little bit, at the bottom of the vessel?” 


“Fumu. I see, so it’s enough for the contents to be shifted around a little.” 


“Yes, the hammer doesn’t have to reach all the way to the bottom, so I suppose it could 
be rigged up at the bottom... I wonder if that would be possible?” 


It doesn’t have to be mixing constantly, as long as there is an occasional hand-like 
motion. 


“That should be fine. I will give it a try.” 
“Please!” 

“Fuoh, fuoh, fuoh. Leave it to me.” 
“’Ojiichan, please do your best~!”” 
Good. He said he would give it a try. 


I asked Grandpa Sol to make it for me, and the kids followed suit. 


“Oh, and excuse me, could you make a magic tool that gradually cools and freezes a 
liquid while stirring it?” 


u» l wy 
. 


For ice cream 
“Yes, that’s right.” 
Next, I asked for an ice cream maker. 


It occurred to me that if I could freeze a liquid while stirring it, I could make it. I wanted 
making ice cream to be easier. 
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“Hmm, I don’t know what ice cream is, but I can do it.” 


“Really? Then, I would like that made, too. Ah, by the way, ice cream is kind of like 
shaved ice made with milk.” 


“Hoh~ shaved ice, huh. Pd like to try that.” 


“If you want, I can prepare it for you, but it’s a little cold today, so it’s not suitable today, 
you know?” 


“What~ I will just make the room warmer. By all means, please let me try it.” 
“Allen will eat too~” 
“Elena as well~!” 


“Roger that. How about... milk and choco-ichi today?” 


u» I wy 
. 


Sounds good 
I also like the idea of eating ice cream in a warm room. 
“Here you go.” 

“Yay!” 

“Oh, thanks.” 


As the four of us started eating ice cream, for some reason, I was reminded of the 
kotatsu. 


I don’t absolutely need a kotatsu, but sometimes I miss it. Maybe I should have this 
one made, too. 


“Ohh, this is also tasty! I would love for Stefan to sell this at his place, too.” 


“Ah, come to think of it, we were talking about selling the shaved ice, didn’t we? How 
is that going?” 


I asked Grandpa Sol, remembering that shaved ice was sold by the Fiji Company, of 
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which I am a frequent customer, and that Stefan-san, the chairman of the Fiji Company, 
had taken the lead in selling it. 


“What, you haven't showed your face at Stefan’s yet?” 
“Not yet.” 

“Stefan is going to cry.” 

“Eh?” 


“He once rushed over to me to tell me that he had received a special order from the 
castle for a shaved ice machine.” 


“Ah~...” 
I remember that when I went to Creta, I gave shaved ice to Austin-sama, and the 
princes of Creta, Rain-sama and Cloud-sama, and they liked it so much that they told 


me that they were going to get the shaved ice machine’s magic tool. 


“It seems that you have an idea. If you have contacted him beforehand, Stefan would 
not have been in such a panic.” 


“Uwah~ I did something bad~ I will visit him later.” 


“That would be for the best. I’m sure he has a lot of other matters he wants to report 
directly to you.” 


“Eh!?” 

Was there anything else unrelated to the shaved ice? Curry powder or Easy Salt Series? 
Oh, come to think of it, I need to go get a deposit slip from the Merchant Guild as well~ 
“I can’t run away, can I~” 

“Nope.” 


“’Oniichan, do your best!”” 
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“ees 

What a melancholy~ I thought, but the kids cheered me on. 

“Fuoh, fuoh, fuoh. You are going to have to do your best.” 

“Indeed.” 

After this, while enjoying their ice cream, the children told Grandpa Sol about the 
magic tool shop in the city of Byld in the country of Serdik, and other things that had 
happened on our trip. 

“Well, I will leave things to you then.” 

He said that the prototype would be ready in about five days, so we promised to come 


back around that time and then left the store. Oh, and of course, I didn’t forget to ask 
him about the kotatsu. 
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CHAPTER 358 
FOR SALE 


» 


“Welco—President! President! Takumi-san is here——! 


As soon as we entered the Fiji Company’s store, a clerk immediately ran into the back, 
shouting that we arrived. 


It seemed that he was a clerk who knew me. 
Takumi-dono—!” 

And so, Stefan-san immediately trotted over. 

“As I always Say, there is no need to be in sucha hurry.’ 


“No, no, no, we don’t want to keep you waiting, Takumi-dono. Please follow me into 
the parlor.’ 


As usual, Stefan-san lead us to the parlor... while gasping for breath. 

“Well, hello again, it’s been a long time. I am glad to see that you are in good health.” 
“Thank you very much for your kind attention. Thank you for coming in today.” 

“Let me say this immediately... I apologize for all the inconvenience.” 

“What? Eh!? What is this about, Takumi-dono?” 

After the greetings, I first apologized. 

“I heard that you had it difficult because of an order from the castle.” 

“Oh! No need to apologize for that! I am rather grateful to you for your sales pitch!” 
“No, but I could have informed you first...” 
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Stefan-san didn’t seem to mind, but it’s certain I could have contacted him beforehand. 


“You really don’t have to worry about it. Oh, I should offer you a reward for bringing 
business!” 


“Nonono! What are you talking about! I don’t need it!” 


Not only did he not care, but for some reason Stefan-san seemed to be in a good mood 
and tried to offer me a reward, so I hurriedly stopped him. 


“However, we have also received a contract to deliver curry powder on a regular basis, 
and in considerable quantities.” 


“Curry powder? Ah~...” 


I’m sure it’s that. It’s for use in instant soups. They said they were going to make curry 
soup too. 


“Are you good on the ingredients?” 


“You mean the herbs? We have already started growing them, and it seems to be going 
well, so there should be no problem.” 


I was worried that he might run out of herbs if ordered in large quantities, but the 
mass production system was already in place. As expected of Stefan-san. 


“Tam sure that the contract was obtained thanks to you, Takumi-dono. So I feel I must 
repay you in some way.’ 


“Nonono, if the curry powder sells, that alone is enough for me to earn a certain 
amount of money.’ 


I am getting part of the profits from the curry powder, and from now on I will also get 
part of the profits from the instant soups... This sounds like double exploitation, but 
is it okay? No, I’m sure it’s ok, but what the heck, I feel bad~ 


“Oh, yes. I told Grandpa Sol about another icy treat that is similar to sha—” 


“What kind of thing is it!?” 


traitorAIZEN 102 | 177 


At any rate, I forced myself to change the subject before we could get into full-blown 
discussions about rewards and such. I was just about to tell Stefan-san about 
something. 


However, before I could finish, Stefan-san leaned forward with extreme vigor, so I 
couldn't finish. 


“Erm... it’s called ice cream, and it’s made from milk.” 


“Ice cream, is it! Takumi-dono, do you have this ice cream on you? I would love to 


» 
! 


sample it, by all means 
“Yes. I will prepare it right away.” 

First of all, I had Stefan-san to taste the ice cream. 

The flavors were the same as the one Grandpa Sol had tasted, milk, chocolate, and Ichi. 
“You said it’s from milk, so this white one must be it. And what is this pink one, then?” 
“This is also made from milk, but it’s mixed with Ichi fruit.” 

“I see. Then, what is the one with these brown chunks?” 

“Ah, this is called chocolate, it was made from Kaoka beans.” 

“My! From Kaoka beans! So you found a use for those bitter beans!” 

Ah, come to think of it, Kaoka beans were first given to me by Stefan-san, weren't they? 


And I think... I might have not reported back to him that I managed to make chocolate 
out of them? 


“That's right. We managed to make Kaoka beans into something good, so we named it 
chocolate and processed it into various sweets.” 


“As expected of you, Takumi-dono. Then, let me taste it right away.’ 


“Yes, go ahead before it melts.” 
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I am sorry to Stefan-san, but I will keep quiet about the fact that the chocolate was 
made a long time ago. 


“Wonderful! The milk flavor is smooth and very easy to eat. The Ichi flavor also has a 
great flavor, plus the Kaoka bean... chocolate, you said? That gives it a nice slight 
bitterness and texture.” 


Stefan-san finished the ice cream in no time, raving about it. 
“This would be great for our Refreshing Arbour!” 
“Erm, excuse me. What is this... Refreshing Arbour?” 


“Oh! I haven't told you yet, did I? Refreshing Arbour is our store that specializes in 
shaved ice.” 


“You build your own specialized shaved ice store!?” 
“Yes, all thanks to you.” 


I had thought they were selling shaved ice at a food stall or something, but now they 
have an entire store specialized in shaved ice! 


When | asked for more details, it appears that shaved ice is available in the store and 
various fruit jams are sold there for takeaway as well. As for the magic tool shaved ice 
machine, they do not sell it on the spot, but they do take orders. 

“Of course, a portion of the profits will be transferred to your account, Takumi-dono.’ 
“What? Why?” 

“Shaved ice is a sweet treat you proposed to us, isn’t it?” 


“That may be so, but...” 


Stefan-san always allocates a portion of the profits to me, even though I have not said 
anything. He could have taken all of the profits. 


But it’s that kind of Stefan-san that makes me feel close to him~ 
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“Thank you for always being so good to me.” 


“No, it’s only natural. Thank you for always imparting good products to us as well. And 
so, of course you can trust our business association with your ice cream, yes?” 


“Of course! Is what I would like to say, but... as for this ice cream, we have already 
taught a few people how to make it, haven't we? Is that still okay?” 


“That's not a problem. We sell stir-fried vegetables, which every household can make, 
but we still have big sales of it in the cafeteria.” 


“Now that you say it, that’s true.” 


Even if there are people who can make it, there will be those who buy it. I mean, if they 
were for sale, I would probably buy them in bulk or something, too, to spare the time 
to make them. 


“Also, since ice cream is based on the milk flavor, you can do a lot of different things 
with it, like the Ichi flavor, right?” 


“Yes, that s—” 


(Li wy 


There’s lots~ 
I was about to say, he can do many things with it, but was interrupted by the kids. They 
have been quiet so far, but if the topic is ice cream, does that mean they want to 
participate? 

“Lots, you say? What kind of ice cream do you two like?” 

“Allen likes choco~” 

“Elena likes honey flavor~” 

“Fumufumu. Is there more?” 

“There’s one with Maro~” 


» 
! 


“Berry-flavored are good too 
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“I see, I see. Not only can you change the flavor, but you can also chop them up and mix 
them in, like with the chocolate.” 


Stefan-san immediately started researching the types of ice cream from Allen and 
Elena. 


“Yes. The milk flavor can be transformed into many flavors with things like chocolate, 
Maro, or nuts. It is possible to make several kinds of one flavor by mixing and 
matching. Of course, not all combinations are possible because they might not match 
with each other.’ 


“It’s worth researching.” 


“For now, I will leave you with the recipe for the milk flavor and a description of how 
to process the chocolate.” 


“Thank you very much. I will make sure it is ready for sale before next summer.’ 
“I wish you good luck.” 


It seems that he will be aiming to develop the product during the coming cold season 
and start selling it around the time when the weather gets warmer. It would be great 
to have new flavors of ice cream then. 


Incidentally, when I explained to Stefan-san that an ice cream scoop might be 
necessary for the store, he said that it indeed sounded useful, and he asked me to ask 
the blacksmith to make it on his behalf. So we decided to go to the blacksmith shop, 
which we had planned to go to later. 
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CHAPTER 359 
CONVENIENT TOOLS 2 


As I was spending my time making preserves and other things that suddenly came to 
my mind, I received a call from Grandpa Sol. 


It seemed that he had made prototype magic tools, and although he had told me that 
it would take about five days, it was three days later that I received the call. 


Moreover, Stefan-san also contacted me to ask me to taste the ice cream he had made. 
“Where do we.” 

“Go first~?” 

“Let’s go to Grandpa Sol’s place first.” 


The next day, I decided to go to the magic tool shop first. I had informed both that I 
would visit Grandpa Sol’s in the morning and Stefan-san’s in the afternoon. 


"Hello~””” 

“Oh, you came.” 

“Thank you for contacting me. You have finished it quite quickly.’ 
“I was quite fired up, you see~ Come, take a look at them.” 

“Is it okay if I actually try using them?” 

“Of course.” 


I took out a cooked Red Wheat, egg mixture, and others ingredients that I had 
prepared beforehand, so that I could try out the magic tools right away. 


“Allen will do this one~” 
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“Then, Elena will do this~” 


Allen put the steaming Red Wheat into the mochi pounder, and Elena put the egg 
mixture into the ice cream maker. 


Preparations finished!” 
“Thank you. Then, the switch is...” 
“Here and here.” 


Click” 


When Grandpa Sol pointed out the switches, Allen and Elena pressed them with great 
enthusiasm, and the magic tools began to operate. 


Ohh n»n 
~ 


As for the mochi pounder, the bowl itself was vibrating as it turned, and the Red Wheat 
was being crushed well and evenly as it was slammed with a hammer from above. 


And the ice cream maker, the entire bowl cooled down, and the blades of the spatula 
attached to the bottom turned in a circular motion along the bowl, stirring and 
freezing the egg mixture. 


“How is it?” 

“It feels good so far!” 

“ Ojiichan is amazing~!”” 

The mochi and ice cream were ready in no time. 
“It’s done!” 


“Incredible! It’s perfect!” 


“I see, I see. I’m glad to hear that. Stefan had been urging me to hurry up and get the 
ice cream maker done. I’m glad it’s acceptable to you.” 
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“Hahaha~” 
Since he’s trying to sell ice cream, Stefan-san probably needs the ice cream maker 


more than I do. But I forgot to tell Stefan-san that I had asked Grandpa Sol for the ice 
cream maker, so I’m sure he came to him for advice on magic tool with a great vigor~ 


“’Oniichan, Oniichan.”” 
“Let's eat the.” 
“Mochi.” 


“And ice.” 


As I was imagining Stefan-san urging Grandpa Sol, I was being urged myself to eat the 
mochi and ice cream. 


“Can I have some of that, too?” 


“Of course you can. It’s a bit early, but let’s have lunch, shall we? Ah, but, let’s see, I 
would like to do some work, could I borrow your place?” 


“Then you can use this place.” 

With Grandpa Sol’s permission, I started making lunch at the workbench. 

I made mochi with grated shoyu, zouni (soup containing rice cakes), mochi bacon, and 
other mochi dishes that came to mind, and for ice cream, | decorated it on pancakes 
with fruit. 

“Grandpa, it’s done~” 


“Come over here, please.” 


When the dishes were finished, I called out to Grandpa Sol and heard him calling from 
the back of the store, so I headed that way. 


“Ah, it’s kotatsu! So you were able to finish this as well!” 


It was probably a private place, but a kotatsu had been set up in one of the areas with 
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a rug. 


“Test this one out, too. I think it came out quite well. I have tried it myself, and I don’t 
think I would want to give this up during the cold months.” 


“Right? Then, please excuse me.” 

“Allen, too~” 

“Elena as well~” 

The three of us took off our shoes and got into the kotatsu. 


“How nice~” 


«a wy 


Ohh~ so warm~ 


“But I think the temperature could be a little cooler. I think that way you can relax for 
a longer time.” 


“I thought you would say so, so I have made the temperature adjustable in three levels. 
Here, here it is. I wanted to heat it up right away, so I set it to the highest setting.” 
|” 


“That's really great 


Grandpa Sol came into the kotatsu and showed us where we could adjust the 
temperature. 


I set it to the lowest setting because our bodies will warm up as we eat the meal. 


“I was a little reluctant to take off my shoes and sit on the ground, but when I tried it, 
I found it comfortable. I made one for myself right away. By the way, this one is mine.” 


“You like it, don’t you? It’s good, isn’t it? Oh, if you don’t feel comfortable on the ground, 
how about a horigotatsu? 


“Horigotatsu... what?” 


“You set the kotatsu up on a platform of some height, and make a hole in the center 
where you put your feet.” 
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“I see~ So you can be creative with how you set it up.” 


I will order a horigotatsu, too. Then I will set the kotatsu on top of the stand and put 
it in the Infinite Storage. That way, it will be ready to use anywhere. 


«a wy 


Oniichan, mochi and ice~ 


“Yesyes. Let’s start with the mochi then.” 


(CEL per 
. 


Yay 
“Oh, that looks yammy~” 


The mochi were presented on the table, to which the participants shouted in 
admiration. 


“I hope you won't be too full from the mochi since I prepared pancakes for the ice 
cream. Oh, and just little bit to taste for Allen and Elena, hotcakes and fruit.” 


Ehh n»n» 
~ 


“If you guys don’t want to eat when we go to the Fiji Company, then you can have it 
now, but... what do you want to do?” 


a nn 
Uu~ 


The reason we have been invited to the Fiji Company this afternoon is to taste the ice 
cream, so it would indeed be too much cold to eat it both times. I would like to make 
them hold out for one or the other. 


un n»n» 


Will endure for now~ 


“You two are very admirable. Now, have the mochi.” 


u» wy 


Yeah, let’s eat~ 


We spent the rest of the time relaxing under the kotatsu, enjoying the mochi, followed 
by the pancakes. 


“Tm sorry for interrupting you for such a long time.” 
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“Don’t mind it. I had a good time, too. Even if you don’t order any magic tools, you can 
come back anytime.” 


(CE2 wy 


Yes, will come again~ 


There were more new magic tools that I wanted, so we talked about it, and the kids 
told Grandpa Sol about their memories from the trip, and before I knew it, quite a bit 
of time had passed. 


After hurriedly receiving the new magic tools and paying for them, we left the magic 
tool shop. 
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CHAPTER 360 
TASTING 


“Hello~” 
“Hello n” 


“Takumi-dono, you have come. Follow me inside, please. The President is restlessly 
waiting for you.” 


When we visited the Fiji Company’s store, a shopkeeper immediately guided me to the 
reception room. 


“Takumi-dono, thank you for coming. Come, come, please take a seat.” 


I was greeted by Stefan-san in the reception room, and he immediately urged us to sit 
down. 


“The ice cream prototypes were made quite quickly, weren't they?” 
“Sometimes in business, speed is of the essence!” 
It appears that Stefan-san was a businessman first at heart, after all. 


“We have a few basic milk-flavored ice cream flavors available today, and we’d 
appreciate your feedback.” 


“Several varieties of the same flavor?” 


“Yes, we have prepared several kinds of milk of Moo from different regions, as well as 
milks from other animals.” 


Heeh~ milk from different places. It is true that the thickness and flavor of milk differs 


depending on the environment in which the animal is grown. But to be able to do that 
in just a few days... that’s amazing, Stefan-san~ 
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“Tm looking forward to it, but my opinion might not be helpful, you know? I’m sure I 
will say, ‘Everything tastes good’ anyway.” 


“Nono, if something is to your liking, I will have confidence to move on, so please give 
me your honest opinion.” 


“Err... alright.” 
So, we started tasting the ice cream that Stefan-san prepared for us. 
“May I serve it without mentioning the place of origin, and just number them?” 


“I don’t know where the milk comes from, but if I find out it’s not from Moo, I might 
be prejudiced. That should be fine.” 


“Then, let’s start with the number one.” 


Immediately, the first kind of ice cream was served, and what a surprise! It was served 
round. 


“Stefan-san, this is!” 


“We used the tool that you have told us about. It is just a prototype, but we can serve 
it in a beautiful shape like this already.’ 


“That's amazing. And it works fast!” 


“We have no problem with it as far as we are concerned, but would you please check 
it later? If there are no problems, we will have a finished product made.” 


“Understood!” 


It seems that the scooper was already ready. If you can hollow out the ice cream so 
beautifully, it will not be a problem, even if it is different from the tool I have in mind. 


“Now, now, you should try the ice cream before it melts.” 
“That's true. Then, let’s dig in.” 


“ TItadakima~su!”” 
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Putting the utensils behind us, we tried the first one first. 


The first was light and refreshing, the second was rather rich. The third one was a bit 
more peculiar and tasted like... Mee milk, I guess? The fourth was refreshing, similar 
to the first. 


“Wow! This is delicious!” 
“I like this~!”” 


The fifth ice cream was even richer than the second one. 


Allen and Elena also seemed to like it, and although it was a small portion for tasting, 
they devoured it in one go. 


“Number five is the one that stands out at me.” 


“The milk of No. 5 is the milk of Moo, which we feed with special care. Takumi-dono 
and the children have as good taste buds as they can be.” 


“No, it was simply that delicious. Oh, so it seems like you can’t get a very good supply 
of No. 5 milk though, right?” 


“Yes, that’s exactly right.” 


As I thought~ I guess there are people in this world who are particular about raising 
animals, too~ 


“We're thinking of setting the price higher and offering it in limited quantities.” 


“That sounds great. If you start offering them for sale, I will be the first one to come 
and buy.” 


un yy 


Definitely buying~ 
“And these kids seem to like it, too.” 
I’m really looking forward to seeing these on sale. 


“How was everything else?” 
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“Let's see. I think the second one is rich and milky. On the other hand, the first one 
tasted refreshing, so I think it would be easier to mix it with different flavors. Oh, it 
would be delicious with fruit jam. Wouldn't it be nice to choose the jam you use for 
shaved ice and pour it over it?” 


That sounds yummy! Wanna eat!”” 


“The Refreshing Arbour” seems to have a variety of fruit jams for shaved ice, so it 
would be fun to choose one. 


“That is a wonderful idea! Would it be all right to put that idea of yours to use?” 


“Yes, of course. Come to think of it, I forgot to ask you last time, how many kinds of jam 
do you have for shaved ice?” 


“Oh my goodness! Takumi-dono, let me leave the seat for a second, please.” 


I only asked what kind of jams, but Stefan-san looked despairing and hurried out of 
the reception room. 


“What is it~?”” 
“I wonder what?” 


As I tilted my head along with the children at the sudden turn of events, Stefan-san 
soon returned. 


“Sorry to keep you waiting! Takumi-dono, please take these home.” 
When Stefan-san returned, he was carrying a large amount of jars of jam. 
It might be the jams that are sold at the Refreshing Arbour. 

“Eh, sorry. I did not mean to place demands or anything...” 


I didn’t bring up the subject to demand these, but did it sound like that from Stefan- 
san’s point of view? 


“Nono, I was originally going to give it to you, but I was so excited about the ice cream 
that I forgot about it the last time. So, Takumi-dono, please don't hesitate to try it 
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whenever you feel like it.” 


I see. The look on Stefan-san’s face when he hurriedly left the reception room was 
because he remembered that he had forgotten. 


“If that’s the case, then thank you very much.” 


u» wy 


Thank you. 
I thanked him, followed by the kids. 
“That’s quite the variety~” 

“There’s so many!” 

“Looking forward to it!” 

I looked at the jams again, and they all seemed to be of different kinds. 


“Which one is the most popular, by the way?” 


“Unfortunately, we don’t have one that is outstandingly popular yet... Since it is the 
first time people try something like this, everyone seems to be trying out different 
flavors.” 


“I see~” 
It is true that shaved ice is something that has just started to appear. For now, they are 
probably starting with their favorite fruits, so I wonder if they are going to order the 


full range in the end? 


“Women and children are mostly ordering sweet Ichi or sweet and sour mixed berries 
the most. For men, it’s a refreshing lemoné.” 


“Heeh~ By the way, what is in the mixed berries?” 


“Oh, it’s a mixture of blueberries, redberries, and blackberries.” 


«a wy 


Wanna try~ 
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Mixed jam, huh? That sounds delicious, too. I will try making some next time. 
After that, we continued discussing ice cream for a while. 


At that time, I suggested pancakes or pound cake and ice cream platter... Stefan-san’s 
eyes lit up instantly. 


I had only a lighthearted hope that we would be able to buy pound cakes, but it seemed 
to have stimulated Stefan-san’s motivation. I’m sure they will start selling them in 
stores in the near future. 
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CHAPTER 361 
AT LAST 


“ Oniichan, look at this~”” 


Allen and Elena, dressed in cute, pure white clothes decorated with bright white 
flowers, spun around on the spot as if to show off their new clothes. 


“Ohh~ it suits you so well. So cute~” 

”Ehehe~”” 

Today was the long-awaited wedding of Wald-sama 

In the end, I didn’t get to meet Wald-sama’s bride, Rosalie-sama, beforehand. 


“Allen-chan and Elena-chan are both very adorable~” 


u» {72 
. 


Thank you! Obaasama is pretty, too 
“Fufu, thank you. Ah, of course, the clothes suit you as well, Takumi-san.” 
“Thank you very much. You also look wonderful, Rebecca-san.” 


Rebecca-san, dressed in formal attire, had a yellow artificial flower hairpin-style hair 
ornament in her hair, which we had made after we arrived in the capital. 


“You are using the hairpin today.” 


“It’s very nice, after all. And very suitable for today. Moreover, I'm matching with 
Elena-chan.” 


“So happy we match!” 


Elena also had her hair neatly tied up and was wearing a white flower hair ornament. 
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The chain decorated with pale pink glass beads swayed with each of Elena’s 
movements. 


“Almeria is also wearing it. Take a look later.” 


“Almeria-san, too? I’m happy to hear that, but today is a very important day, is that 
really alright~?” 


“We wear it because it is an important day. Well, let’s get ready.” 
I was told that in Aetheria, marriages take place in front of the statues of Gods ina 
temple, with family and friends watching the couple sign something like a marriage 


certificate. The marriage then comes into existence. 


Normally, the ceremony ends with the vows or a small dinner with those close to the 
couple. 


However, this is not the case for nobles, who must hold a party to unveil the marriage. 
The scale varies, but the ceremony and the reception don’t seem much different from 
those on Earth, do they? However, I have not had the experience of attending so many 
weddings, so this is just my impression. 

“Heeh~ So there was a temple within the castle as well~ Isn't it a little bit too grand?” 


So huge~ 


The temple where Wald-sama held the ceremony was located adjacent to the castle. 
The temple was more magnificent than the temples I have visited in other cities. 


I had always assumed there was one temple per city, but the royal capital is a big place. 
I wouldn't be surprised if there were more than one. 


In fact, it would be less likely to cause problems if there were separate temples for the 
commoners and for the nobles. 


“"Here~?”” 


“Yeah. It is here.” 
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After arriving at the temple, We parted from Rebecca-san, who was going to the place 
of worship, and I took the children to the anteroom where the groom, Wald-sama, was 
waiting. The flower children are both on the bride and groom’s side. 


“Congratulations!” 


As soon as we got permission to enter the room, Allen and Elena rush toward Wald- 
sama as if they were going to jump on him. 


“Allen, Elena, slow down! You cannot push Wald-sama down! You are going to get your 
clothes dirtied before the ceremony!” 


Ah, right.” 
I hurried to stop them, and the children stopped a step or two away from Wald-sama. 
“Just the clothes!? Why don’t you worry about me, too!?” 


“Tm sure you would not get hurt by the two of them. Ah, congratulations on your big 


» 


day. 
“Your nonchalance is cruel. But well, thanks.” 


I thought to give him words of congratulations before I forget, but... it appears he 
wanted me to worry about him. 


But well, it’s better than forgetting about it. 
“Is that your formal attire? It suits you.” 
“It’s a bit too formal for me, so I don’t like it that much.” 


I have never seen a knight in formal attire before, but it was a bit more glittering with 
more ornaments and such. 


And in his costume, Wald-sama looked somewhat more dignified than usual. 
“Still, I didn’t think I wouldn’t meet Rosalie-sama until today.” 


“I can't let her be introduced to unmarried men before the wedding, ya know?” 
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“Eh, so there was a reason like that? I see, I never knew your desire to monopolize was 
this strong, Wald-sama~” 


“Is that bad?” 

Wald-sama must really love Rosalie-sama. 

“No, not at all. I’m very convinced. Please introduce us after the ceremony.’ 
“Ou.” 


Well, it looks like he will introduce us soon, and as for the fact that he hasn't let us 
meet her until now, I’m over it. 


a 


Will do our best to throw flowers!”” 


“Ou. Work hard for me, will you? Come to think of it, the flowers were to be prepared 
by you guys, right?” 


“We gathered a bunch! Take a look!” 


Allen and Elena were ready to show the baskets of flowers that they had with them to 
Wald-sama. 


“Ohh, you are right. Huh, the hell is this!?” 
“Flowers, you know?”” 

“I can tell that! I did not mean that, I meant the color!” 
“Uniyu?”” 

It seems that Wald-sama has noticed that they were not ordinary flowers. 
“It’s white, you know? Should have picked red instead?” 


“That's not it. Pistil aside, it’s strange that even the stalk is white!!” 


Ah, he shouted~”” 
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“He did, didn’t he~” 


Wald-sama shouted when he saw the overall white flowers we had obtained in a 
dungeon. 


Incidentally, I showed the flowers to the other members of the Ruven family first, and 
although they were surprised, they simply said, “So there are flowers like this, too~” 


“Takumi! You did that on purpose! Did you prepare those flowers knowing I would say 
this!?” 


“Hahaha~ Well~ Thank you very much for the reaction I expected.” 
“You~~~” 

“Isn't it fine? It’s a bit different, but it’s a normal flower.” 

“The fact that it is different does not make it normal!” 

Wald-sama’s interjection never stop. Well, I’m the one who's making him agitated~ 
“Is this no good?” 

“We picked lots, you know~” 

“Ugh!” 

Allen and Elena look up at Wald-sama with sullen expressions. 


Then, Wald-sama choked on his words. The children’s puppy eyes seemed to have hit 
him directly. 


The children look up at Wald-sama silently, waiting for his reply. 
“I, I did not say that!” 


Yay~ poe 
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Perhaps he couldn't endure it anymore, but Wald-sama easily gave his acceptance. 


Whether the children’s gesture was unintentional or aimed at him, I can’t determine, 
but it’s a powerful technique anyway~ 


a eas 
. 


Oniichan, he said it’s fine 
“Let's leave it like that, then.” 


We have other white flowers, so I was going to change them to regular ones if Wald- 
sama Said absolutely not, but he gave his permission, so we are keeping the dungeon- 
grown flowers. 


“Is it about time? Allen, Elena, do you remember what you have to do?” 


Yeah, no worries!” 


Unfortunately, there is no such thing as a rehearsal, so the children have to play their 
big roles on the spot. So I made sure they remember the order and what they are 
supposed to do. 


Well, my kids are smart and have excellent memory, so | don’t have to worry about 
them. 


“Well, I will go inside first, so you two do your best.” 
Veal” 


From here on, we were going our separate ways. I decided to head to the place of 
worship where the ceremony was to take place. 
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CHAPTER 362 
MARRIAGE CEREMONY 


In the place of worship, several people who seemed to be representatives of both 
families and knights were already seated, so I hurriedly went to a seat near Matthias- 
san and Rebecca-san. 


I should probably be sitting at the end of the table, but Matthias-san and the others 
told me that I was also a member of the Ruven family and instructed me to sit nearby. 


“The groom and bride are about to enter.” 

After waiting for a while, the door to the place of worship quietly opened. 

When the doors opened, Allen and Elena walked in first, holding baskets of white 
flowers, scattering them as they walked. After them come Wald-sama and Rosalie- 
sama with their arms linked. 

Wald-sama’s expression was more serious than I have ever seen before. 
Rosalie-sama was wearing a... veil, so unfortunately I couldn't see her face clearly, let 
alone her expression. However, I could clearly see from her white dress that she had a 


great style. 


Come to think of it, there are no rules about the color of the costumes for the marriage 
ceremony in Aetheria. But it seems that they often wear matching colors, though. 


The uniform of the Royal Knights that Wald-sama wore was white, so Rosalie-sama’s 
dress was also white... Thanks to that, the ceremony looked just like my image of it. 


“We done~”” 
“Good work.” 


When Wald-sama and the others came to the front of the God statues, Allen and Elena, 
who had finished their work, came back to me with radiant expressions, so I thanked 
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them in a small voice and patted them on the head. 

“The groom, Grunwald Ruven. Bride, Rosalie Graciez. Ye walk together...... 
The Father? Pastor? No, Priest? Well, I don’t know what it’s called or what his position 
is, but the person in charge of the ceremony made Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama 
pledge, or something like that. He spoke to Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama about the 
something similar like the “In sickness and in health,” something like that. 

“Do you swear by the Gods?” 

ee | do?” 


And finally, he asked this Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama. 


When Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama swore—the bell of the bell tower rang with a 
clang, clang, clang. 
|” 


“Blessed be, husband and wife 


As the final words were spoken, a breeze blew through the closed room, and the 
flowers scattered along the passageway, dancing softly. 


[Wha!?] 
Everyone in the place of worship looked up in astonishment. 


Since this was my first time attending a marriage ceremony in this world, I wondered 
if this is normal~...... Because you can do it with wind magic. 


But from the reactions of the other people, it would definitely be different. So that 
means— 


(...Syl-san? What are you doing?) 
(S, sorry.) 


I secretly called out in my mind to the person I thought was the culprit of this event. 
The reply came immediately. As expected, the culprit seemed to be Syl. 
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However, when Wald-sama looked at me with a skeptical look as if to say, “Was it you? 
I was completely falsely accused. I shook my head as I stared back at Wald-sama. 


(But, but! It wasn’t on purpose!) 
(What do you mean by that, Syl-san?) 


While having a silent exchange with Wald-sama, I continued my conversation with the 
panicked Syl. 


(Takumi-san! I beg you, stop using honorifics!) 


(Please explain. Depending on that, I will have to change the way we interact in the 
future!) 


(Fue~n.) 

At any rate, I asked Syl for more details. 

(Erm, let’s see... marriage ceremony is a kind of so-called ritual ceremony...) 
(Yeah, so?) 


(Even if it was just to help, I was so happy to see my children involved in the ritual that 
my... powers spilled... out~) 


(I really am reflecting on this!) 

.. Haah~ 

So he got emotional or something? I’m not sure what to do with him. 

“As you were both blessed by the Gods, you will have good fortune in the future.” 
The Priest seemed to sum it up well, and the attendees began to calm down. 


I don’t know if it was a blessing or not, but it really was the power of God and... well, 
it must be a good thing. 
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(Be careful in the future, okay?) 
(...Yes.) 
Syl seemed to be well remorseful, so I didn’t blame him anymore. 


I don’t want to blame him any more than I have to. I think he might start crying if I 
continue blaming him. 


“The groom and bride are leaving.” 
A fully satisfied Wald-sama left the place of worship with Rosalie-sama in tow. 


As they exited, Matthias-san and Rebecca-san come over and patted the children on 
their heads. 


“Good work, both of you.” 

“Allen-chan, Elena-chan, thank you for your hard work~” 
Did we do good~?”” 

“Yeah, you did great. There were no problems.” 
“You were wonderful~” 

“"Ehehe~”” 


Perhaps happy to be praised, Allen and Elena smiled shyly. 


“By the way, Takumi-san. I wonder if you did any tricks with the flowers the kids 
scattered?” 


“Hahaha~ I didn’t do anything. I thought it was a stunt using wind magic that you guys 
decided on?” 


Rebecca-san seemed to suspect that it was me who made the flowers dance. 


Well, I could have done it if I wanted to. 


traitorAIZEN 128 | 177 


“It wasn’t. That’s why I was very surprised.” 
Tt was pretty, you know?” 

“Indeed. The flowers were fluttering and dancing prettily.’ 

“So it wasn't staged, it was really a blessing. That’s amazing for Wald-sama.” 
yn 


“Amaz~ 


I could have made it look like I did it, but that would have been too much of a turn-off, 
so I decided to just go with the direction that Wald-sama got the blessing. 


“If it really was a blessing, it would not only be awesome, it would be a big deal...” 
However, Matthias-san made a troubled expression. 

“Would it cause a fuss?” 

“Highly likely.” 


Probably the Priests belonging to the temple will make a fuss. They are Gods’ servants, 
after all. 


Oh, do people perhaps try to stick close to people who have been given Gods’ blessings 
or something like that? I have read those stories! 


“Let’s pretend I did use wind magic.” 


I don’t want to cause a fuss and put Matthias-san and the others in a difficult situation, 
so in that case, I will retract my previous statement and put myself in the firing line! 


Come to think of it, is it bad if they find out about me and the kids? That I am a God’s 
retainer, and they are a God's children... Oh, and I have the title of Blessed! No, but my 
children and I are at a higher level than the norm, so it’s unlikely they will see the title 
column even if they check it out. So I’m not so worried about being found out. 


“How about something like, I was so moved by the ceremony that I inadvertently 
triggered my magic...?” 
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That is not a lie. It was Syl who did it, though. 

“In that case... but...” 

“Yeah...” 

Matthias-san and Rebecca-san looked troubled. 

I’m not sure if this made-up story is good enough. But is there any story that could be 
more successfully falsified than this~... —hm? No, that’s not it? Is there a problem 
from the standpoint of a Guardian or something like that? 

“Let's just try to calm the situation first.” 


a yp” 
. 


Matthias-san and Rebecca-san felt their eyes whiten for a moment, but nodded their 
heads as if determined. 


“Sorry about that.” 
“Thank you, Takumi-san.” 


After that, we went to the Priest who was facilitating the ceremony to talk to us and 
forcefully explained that it was wind magic, not a blessing. 


„Is this the best way to clean up? 
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CHAPTER 363 
MEETING 


We successfully persuaded(?) them that the incident was my wind magic, we quickly 
moved to the reception hall. 


The reception hall was a hall with a large window facing the garden right next to the 
temple. In the warm season, people can have a party in the garden that can be seen 
from the window, but unfortunately, it is cold now, so the party will be held indoors. 
Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama were not yet at the venue because of costume change, 
but the guests have already gathered, so Velio-san and his friends were taking care of 
the guests. Matthias-san and Rebecca-san were in a hurry to join them there and 
receive congratulations from the guests. 


“Wald-sama, may I come in~?” 


I headed to the room where Wald-sama was, wondering was happening, and knocked 
on the door. 


“Takumi!” 
“That was close! Please don’t open the door with such force.” 


The door opened with a bang immediately after I knocked, and Wald-sama, dressed in 
a dark gray costume, jumped out. The door opened outward, so it almost hit me. 


“Rather than that, earlier, that was your doing, right? Right? Please say it was!” 
“Unfortunately, it wasn't.” 
When I denied it, Wald-sama’s expression turned despairing. 


“Although I say that, we convinced everyone that it was me who used wind magic 
unintentionally.” 
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“Really!?” 


“Yeah. But isn’t it nice that a God gave you a blessing? Can we really pretend it didn’t 
happen?” 


“If God really blessed us, then I would be happy as it really is a good thing, but... the 
fuss that goes along with it is too much trouble.” 


..Could a God’s blessing be considered a thankless act, then? 

“It’s still better if they only tell you to ‘come to the temple often to pray, but it’s never 
going to work that way. They'll say things like, ‘Since you received the blessing, you 
should serve God in the temple, and they’ll try to keep you there in any way possible.” 


“Ah~ that doesn’t sound good.” 


It is fine to be thankful for having received the blessing and to voluntarily become a 
priest, wanting to be a servant of God, but it cannot be forced. 


I mean, I don’t think that God and others are thinking of taking away the freedom of 
those who they have given their blessings. In fact, I am allowed to live as I please, and 
Iam spending my time freely. 


But the priests who serve God seem to think differently. It’s troubling. 


“I don’t mean to deny the existence of God, but I don’t want other people telling me 
what to do with my life.” 


“No, I think that’s fine. I think God think say so, too.” 
“Do you really think so...?” 

“I do.” 

“I see.” 


When I assured him, Wald-sama’s face broke into a smile with relief. 
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“Speaking of which, are you ready to go to the reception hall?” 
“On my part, yes. Rosalie will... take a little longer?” 


Well, the men may be done with a quick change of clothes, but the women’s 
preparations take time, don’t they? 


“Madam is ready.’ 

“Looks like she’s done.” 

A well-timed knock on the door announces that Rosalie-sama was ready. 
“Let's go then. Takumi, you are just in time. Let’s go together.” 

“Eh, is that okay?” 


“Ou. She’s officially my wife now. Besides, I’m sure Rosalie would like to know what 
happened earlier, so you go ahead and explain it to her.” 


I’m going to meet Rosalie-sama with Wald-sama since it seems that Wald-sama is 
finally willing to introduce me to Rosalie-sama. 


“Rosalie, I’m entering.” 
“Wald-sama, I am sorry to have kept you waiting.” 
“Oh, you look pretty. It suits you so well.’ 


When Wald-sama entered the room, he saw Rosalie-sama and immediately praised 
her. 


«a wy 


So cute~ 
“Haha, yeah~” 


Allen and Elena looked at Rosalie-sama and told their impressions in a hoho~n way. I 
thought so too, so I guess I can’t stop them from doing so. 


“Wa, Wald-sama.” 
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“Um? Ah, this fella is Takumi. The kids are Allen and Elena. I think I told you about 
them before, but they are adventurers under our family’s Guardianship.” 


Rosalie-sama noticed us and looked at Wald-sama in a panic, so Wald-sama 
introduced us. 


Rosalie-sama was tall, a woman who could be described as an extraordinary beauty, 
and the blue mermaid dress she wore suited her style very well. 


She is a woman who could be described as having a beautiful appearance, with cute 
gestures and facial expressions. It’s amazing that Wald-sama could find himself a 
woman with such a gap~ 

“Huh? It’s gotten chilly~”” 


ayy 
! 


Suddenly, there was a feeling of cold air flowing in the room, and when the children 
pointed it out, Rosalie-sama gasped. 


“Calm down, Rosalie.” 

“Ho, however the children...” 

“It’s fine. Magic power coercion won't work on these guys.” 

Wald-sama was patting Rosalie’s back and talking to her slowly to calm her down. 


Is it perhaps leaking out because she can’t control her magic power? Err... | heard the 
coercion from strong magic power feels overpowering, but I can’t feel anything~ 


“Indeed. The coercion is not a problem.——Allen, Elena. Do you feel like you are 
having trouble breathing, or like you are being held down?” 


(CEL nn 


Nope~ 
“Everything looks fine then. Rosalie-sama magic’s attribute is Ice, then?” 


“aY, yes.” 
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“T see.” 


So, does this mean that this cool air is also caused by the magic power leaked from 
Rosalie-sama, and it is actually affecting the surrounding environment? 


“Oneechan can make the room chilly?” 
“How amazing~” 
“So useful in summer~” 


SENZ” 


The children treated Rosalie-sama as an aircon, which stunned her. 


u» wy 


Wald-sama can~ 
“Warm up.” 


“In the cold~” 


un wy 


Good in winter~ 


And now they treated Wald-sama as a heater. Or rather, they remembered that Wald- 
sama’s magic aptitude is Fire? 


“Oi, you guys, what are you Saying. Magic is not supposed to be used like that.” 


a 


Wald-sama, can’t do it~?”” 

The children’s questioning made Wald-sama avert his gaze. 
“So you can’t, huh.” 

When I blurted out a few words, Wald-sama glared at me. 


It’s just my imagination, but I have a feeling that if Wald-sama tried to warm up the 
room a little, he would burn it down instead. 


traitorAIZEN 135 | 177 


“Fufu.” 
Rosalie-sama giggles at our exchange. 
Then, I couldn't even feel the cold air anymore. 
She laughed!” 

“P, pardon me.” 

“Can't apologize!” 

“Laugh a lot!” 

“B, but...” 

“Going to tickle you?”” 

“Ehh!?” 

Allen and Elena began to play with Rosalie-sama. 
“Wald-sama, should I stop them?” 

“N~ they seem fired up, but Rosalie seems to be having fun, so ain’t that fine?” 


Since Wald-sama gave his permission, I decided to let the kids do whatever they 


wanted for a while. 
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CHAPTER 364 
MEETING 2 


“O~i. You should stop soon.” 
”Oka~xy.”” 


I stopped the children before Rosalie-sama, who has been tossed around so much, gets 
tired. 


Then, after Rosalie-sama calmed down, I briefly told her how things ended up in the 
worship room, and Rosalie-sama looked relieved. Seeing her like that, I was reminded 
that blessings are still something unwelcome favor. Well, its not about the Gods 
themselves, but about the people who belong to the temple. 

However, there is nothing I can do about it, so I will leave it at that. 

“Oniichan, where is Oneechan’s hairpin~?” 

“N?” 

“Elena wants to match!” 

“Oh, you want to wear the same one now?” 

“Yes!” 

It seems that Elena wants Rosalie-sama to wear a hairpin-style hair ornament as well. 
“What? What about a hairpin?” 


“We have prepared a hairpin for Rosalie-sama to celebrate.—— Err, here it is.” 


I took out the hairpin made for Rosalie-sama with blue artificial flower from the 
Infinite Storage, and showed it to Wald-sama and Rosalie-sama. 
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“Let’s be matching with Elena?” 
Elena turned around and showed the hairpin in her hair. 
“You see, Obaasama and Oneesama are wearing the same one!” 


“Rebecca-san and Almeria-san are wearing the same one today. It would look good 
with your current outfit, would you like to use it too, Rosalie-sama?” 


Rosalie-sama’s current outfit was blue, and it didn’t look like it would mismatch with 
the hairpin, so I recommended it to her. It’s not often that all four of them get to wear 
the same thing. 

“Heeh~ isn’t that fine? Lemme see, I will put it in for you. Do I just insert it?” 

“Yes, that’s right.” 

“Is over here good? Oh, it suits you well.—Thanks, Takumi.” 

“Yay~ matching~” 

Wald-sama received the hairpin from me and quickly put it in Rosalie-sama’s hair. 


“Ta, Takumi-sama, t, that... thank you very much.” 


“No, no, we have other congratulatory gifts, but I will give them to you later. Oh, and 
please don’t call me with ‘-sama’” 


“T, that’s...” 


“That would probably not be possible because of your upbringing, so why don’t you 
go with ‘-san’ instead?” 


“O, okay. T, then, you can call me, too...” 


I think Rosalie-sama wants me to stop adding ‘-sama’ to her name, though she didn’t 
finish her sentence. 


I could tell just by talking to her a little. Rosalie-sama is kindhearted and graceful 
woman. 
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I haven't heard what the bad rumors are, but they must be untrue. 


“Wald-sama, I don’t think I can call her like that, what do you think about me calling 
her ‘Rosalie-san’...? Can I call her like that?” 


“Why are you asking me?” 

“I wouldn't want you to be jealous.” 

“Ifyou change the way you call me, I will allow you to call her with ‘-san”” 

“Eh!? So it came~ Even though Wald-sama feels like Wald-sama~” 

“What kind of reasoning is that!?” 

There is no logic. But, the only one in the Ruven family who I call with “-sama’” is Wald- 
sama~ Should I change the way I call him? No, but I feel like I want to keep calling him 
“Wald-sama’”. What do I do? 

“N~ what should I do about this~” 

“Wald Nii?” 


“Huh? So Wald-sama is not Niisama?” 


I was wondering whether I should change the way I called him, but Allen and Elena 
seemed to change their way of calling him immediately. 


Velio-san is “Velio Oniisama’, but Wald-sama is “Wald Nii”. 


u» wy 


Oneechan is Rosalie Neesama. 


“.Neesama.” 


No?” 


“N, no, I’m honored! T, that, may I call you Allen-san and Elena-san then?” 


“Yeah, call~”” 
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The children were quick to change the way they called Rosalie-sama... I mean Rosalie- 
san, too. 


“If I’m to change the way I call you, then ‘Wald-san’ would be the safe bet, I guess?” 
“You don’t have to use honorifics. Or, you can call me Aniue’, too.” 

“Not possible.” 

“Immediate refusal!? And you declared it so easily, too!” 

I answered quickly, but I see that Wald-sama prefers to be called “Aniue”, huh. 

“Oh well. Anyhow, you are forbidden from calling me with ‘-sama’ the next time.” 
“Eh, you are banning it?” 


“Even though you treat everyone as your relatives, it’s only me whom you call in such 
a distant manner 


» 
! 


Į also thought that earlier... but in fact, Wald-sama was sulking because he felt left out? 
“Haha.” 

“Don’t laugh.” 

“You also have a cute side, Wald Niisan.” 

“a Shuddup.” 

I dared to call him “Niisan,’ and Wald-sama turned his face away while swearing. 


I couldn't see his face, but maybe he was embarrassed because he was a little red 
behind the ears. 


“Wald Niisan, look over here. Ah, let’s take a picture!” 


Come to think of it, I forgot to take pictures! 
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I can’t take any more of Wald-san in his knight’s formal attire and Rosalie-san in her 
white dress, but I have to get a shot of them in their current outfits! And of course, the 
kids in their finest! 


I quickly took out the camera from the Infinite Storage and set the magic paper. 
“Oniisama, please look this way.” 

“No way!” 

“Fufu.” 

Rosalie-san smiled happily again, seeing the exchange between me and Wald-san. 


I will usually call him “Wald-san,” but when I have a request or want to make a joke, I 
will call him “Wald Niisan” instead. 


“You really seem like real brothers.” 


«a wy 


They are very close~ 


“I envy you.” 


a wy 


Is fine. 
“Will get even closer.” 
“With Rosalie Neesama!” 


“Fufu, thank you very much.” 


The children had fully opened their hearts to Rosalie-san. 


u» wy 


Rosalie Neesama. 
“Let's take~” 

“A picture together~” 

“Right. It seems that Wald-san needs a little more time to calm down, so let me take a 


traitorAIZEN 141 | 177 


picture of the three of you first.” 

“Yeal”” 

First, I took a picture of Allen, Elena, and Rosalie-san together. 

“Yep, looks good. Hey Wlad-san, take a look at this. Didn't it come out nicely?” 
“Takumi, do you have more magic paper?” 

“I have plenty on me.” 


“I will refrain from interjecting about you having plenty of something so precious. If 
you have surplus, then please let me buy my share off of you.” 


“Roger that. Would you like a picture with the three of them together? Or would you 
prefer one just with Rosalie-san?” 


“Both.” 


I took three shots of the resurrected Wald-san. One with Rosalie-san, and one with the 
children, and one of me and the children with Wald-san. 


In the meantime, Wald-san’s milk brother, Sylas-san, came to pick us up. It was almost 
time to enter the venue. 


After asking Sylas to take a last picture of all five of us together, we headed to the 
reception hall. 


“By the way, Takumi.” 

“What is it?” 

“Are you not going to call me ‘Niisan’ anymore?” 
“Did you like it?” 


Just before we parted in front of the venue, Wald-san asked me quietly. 
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It appears he took liking to me calling him “Niisan”. 


“I will call you like that once in a while. Well then, Wald Niisan, I wish the best of luck 
at socializing to you.” 


“Ou. You guys be obedient.” 

“Then, to answer your expectations, shall I make the flowers rain with wind magic?” 
“Don't! I beg you, be obedient!” 

“Roger that. I will obey Oniisama’s instructions!” 

At the last minute, Wald-san said something that sounded like we might do something, 


so I joked with him, and he did his best to stop me. Well, since Wald-san is the star of 
the show today, we will follow his instructions! 
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CHAPTER 365 
WEDDING RECEPTION 


Once we got into the reception hall, to say the least, we were bored. 


We couldn't get close to the Ruven family because they all seemed busy, and we 
couldn't find anyone we knew. 


“What do we do?” 
“N~ over there~?”” 
“Ah, yeah. That might be good.” 


There were refreshments available in the reception hall, so I decided to grab a bite to 
eat with the kids there. 


“Ah!” 

“What is it, Allen, Elena?” 

“ Oniichan, that~”” 

“N?—Eh!?” 

While picking snacks, Allen and Elena noticed something. 

I looked in the direction they were pointing and saw Sajesh Krantz, who had professed 
his love for Wald-san and who, of course, had looked upon me as an enemy, as a love 


rival. 


It was hard to imagine that he had been invited to the wedding party, but he must have 
blended in since admission was not restricted. 


un wy 


He’s crying~ 
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“Yeah. His tears are already flowing out like waterfall~” 
Sajesh was sobbing as he looked at Wald-san. 


I don’t have a very good impression of this guy, but the way he cried just blew that 
impression out of the water, and I was stunned. 


“ Going?” 
“Eh? Going, you mean to Sajesh? Eh, are we really going!?” 


My intention was to pretend I had not seen him and walk away, but the children were 
different. 


They took my hand and headed in the direction of Sajesh. 

Are you okay?”” 

“Y, you guys are from that time...” 

”Sad?”” 

“O, of course! Ugh~...” 

Sajesh opened his eyes in surprise when he noticed us, but the tears continued to flow. 
He had been crying while standing earlier, but he crouched down with his face down. 
“There, there.” 

As Allen and Elena approached Sajesh, they patted his head in a comforting manner. 
He was crouching down, so his head was in the right place~ 

“I, I loved him. I really did.” 

Yeah, yeah.” 


“You really liked~” 
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“Wald Nii, didn’t you~” 
The children listened to Sajesh claim with good intentions. 


ains 


u» wy 


Cry it out~ 
I had nothing to do but watch the three of them quietly. 

“..Takumi-san.” 

“Ah, Isaac-san, long time no see.” 

Then Isaac-san, the third son of the Risner family who, like the Ruven family, looked 
after us, and a fellow knight colleague of Wald-san’s, called out to me with a puzzled 
look on his face. 

“I was afraid I wouldn't see you today because of the crowd.” 

Only a few representative Knights were present at the marriage ceremony. They were 
all older than Wald-san, so they were probably his bosses or Senior Knights. And there 
were many Knights at the reception, and I was told that Isaac-san would also attend 


the reception. Well, I couldn't find him before, though. 


“I got in action immediately after finding him... but why! Why did you guys get in 
contact with Sajesh earlier than me!” 


“Ah~... sorry?” 
It seems that Isaac-san had found Sajesh and was acting to keep him from meeting us. 


“Sajesh has not moved from the position I first saw him, so you must have contacted 
him on your own, correct?” 


Since Sajesh is prohibited to have contact with us, it would be a problem if Sajesh 
approached us. So, I had to make it clear that it was us who approached him. 


“And so... what kind of situation is this?” 
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“T don’t know!” 
“Takumi-san?” 


“No, I really don’t understand. The kids found Sajesh crying and said they were going 
to him, and they dragged me here.” 


“If I had to answer the question as I saw it, I would say that the children were trying 
to comfort him!” 


The kids were still comforting Sajesh, who was still in tears. 


Isaac-san looked at them to check them out again and rubbed his brow as he let out a 
sigh 


“..Takumi-san, you didn’t stop them?” 


“There was no time to stop them. I mean, my kids would never voluntarily approach 
anything dangerous, so if it’s not dangerous... Well, I guess it’s fine~ I thought.’ 


Isaac-san rubbed his brow again. 

“Sajesh, isn’t it about time you stopped crying?” 

“Ugh...” 

I call out to him, and Sajesh, who was squatting down and looked up at me. 


Sajesh has an androgynous face. And when he looked up at me with a crying face, he 
looked like a small animal or something. 


“That didn’t work.—Isaac-san, what should we do about him?” 
“What should we do, you ask... I wonder about that.” 
“Are you guys alright~?” 
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“Deputy Commander!” 


While Isaac-san and I were wondering what to do, a Knight about the age of Matthias- 
san, whom we saw at the marriage ceremony, came over to us, lightly raising his hand. 
Apparently, he was the Deputy Commander. 


“By Deputy Commander, do you mean that he is the second in command of the Knights 
Order after Felix-sama?” 


“That's correct. You can go with that.” 

To go into more detail, Isaac-san said that there are three Deputy Commanders, and 
as such, the roles of the Deputy Commanders are divided into three: One who oversees 
the Knights of the Royal Guards, one who oversees the Dragon Knights, and one who 


oversees knights other than the Royal Guards and Dragon Knights. 


“I am Reginald Vassar, who is in charge of the Royal Guards. We meet at last, Kayano- 
dono.” 


If he’s in charge of the Royal Guards, then he must be Wald-san and Isaac-san’s direct 
boss. 


“Its an honor to meet you, Vassar-sama. As you know, I am Takumi Kayano. By all 
means, please call me Takumi.” 


“I will call you Takumi-dono then. You can call me Reginald. And you don’t need to use 
honorific titles or honorifics.” 


Reginald-san seemed to be a friendly person. 


“As you would expect, it is impossible for me to not use honorifics, so I will call you 
Reginald-san.” 


I should probably call him “Reginald-dono’, but since I am not used to calling people 
like that, I will just call him “Reginald-san” as usual. 


“By the way, what do you mean by ‘we meet at last’?” 


“I mean as it is. I have heard a lot about you because I am often involved with the royal 
family in my position. However, the opportunity to meet you in person has been 
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difficult to come by. So today, I finally had the chance to meet you.” 
“From Tristan-san and others, huh~ I bet they told you some weird things about me.” 


I don’t know what they were talking about or how I am being talked about, but since 
Reginald-san didn’t seem to be wary of me, he doesn't seem to have a bad impression? 


“Isn't that because you act funny?” 

“Eh, that’s rude. I’m just acting normal, okay?” 

“I heard that what happened earlier in the place of worship was your doing, right?” 
“Ah.” 

You mean the fluttering flowers incident. 


“I was so moved that my magic power just unconsciously leaked out of me. There was 
nothing I could do about that.” 


“Takumi-san... what did you do?” 


“The flowers scattered on the floor suddenly floated up and fluttered about. It was as 
if God had blessed the event.” 


When Reginald-san explained what had just happened, Isaac-san looked at me as if to 
say, “What are you doing?” 


“As I said, there was nothing I could do about it.” 
It wasn't me who did it, but Syl. 


I really wanted to tell the truth, but I had to endure for the sake of a peaceful life. 
Endure. 


“Well, it was a surprise, but it was a great performance. I think it’s going to catch on.” 


“Hah-ha~ Well, I will practice making the flowers dance beautifully so that I can accept 
the requests anytime.” 
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“That's good. When my daughter gets married, I will ask you to do it.” 


I don’t know if he was serious or joking, but I knew that Reginald-san was an easy to 
get along with kind of person. 
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CHAPTER 366 
WEDDING RECEPTION 2 


“Now, enough chit-chat, let’s get to the matter at hand.” 

“Matter at hand?” 

“Oh, come on, it’s Sajesh Krantz. We can’t just leave him like this.” 
“Oh, I nearly forgot.” 


Reginald-san, like Isaac-san, seemed to have rushed over to do something about 
Sajesh. 


“Did you come all the way here for that, Reginald-san?” 


“I got a request from Grunwald. He asked me to come over to you. Normally, I would 
have left it in the hands of my subordinates, but I couldn't let it ruin the big day for 


» 


him. 


It seems that Wald-san also noticed Sajesh and asked Reginald-san to take over for 
him, since he was unable to act himself. 


“So, what's the situation, Isaac?” 
“I was just checking with Takumi-san as to how this situation came about. But...” 


Isaac-san, who was asked to explain about the situation, looked at the direction where 
the children and Sajesh were with a troubled look on his face. 


“It appears that the kids are comforting Krantz.” 
“That’s right. Exactly that.” 


There was no backstory, really what they saw was what we got. 
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“As I told Isaac-san, it was us who came to Sajesh, he did not approach us.” 
“Can I ask you why you approached him yourselves?” 


“Because the kids felt that they couldn't leave him alone, I guess? I was dragged over 
here, too.” 


“Hah? Why would they...” 

Reginald-san’s face turned to a look as if to say, “I don’t understand their meaning!” 
“Allen, Elena, how is Sajesh?” 

won” 

“The tears~” 

“Won't stop~” 


While I was talking with Reginald-san, I took my eyes off Sajesh, so I checked with the 
children to see how he was doing, and it seemed that he had not yet stopped crying. 


“I don't know how his tears can keep pouring out. He’s going to get dehydrated at this 
rate~” 


“Should we.” 
“Bring water~?” 
“Wait a moment. Let’s tell the waiter, they will bring it for you.” 


Isaac-san stopped Allen and Elena from going to get water and asked the waiter for 
water. 


“Here, drink up~” 
“Take your time~” 


“Th, thank you...” 


traitorAIZEN 152 | 177 


«a wy 


Sure~ 


The water soon arrived, and when the children receive their glass of water, they 
encourage Sajesh to drink. 


“This is the opposite of ‘taking care of’ we all had in mind, no?” 
“Hahaha~” 


Reginald-san was smiling a little, looking at the children who were taking care of 
Sajesh, and Sajesh who was being taken care of. 


“Wanna drink.” 
“Some more water?” 
“I, I had enough.” 

I see~ Then~”” 

“Wanna eat something sweet~?” 


“There is lots over there, you see~?” 


After giving him water to calm down, the children suddenly ask Sajesh to go to the 
refreshment corner. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-san, let’s go to the waiting room for a light meal instead of the 
refreshments.” 


“Waiting room~?”” 
“Yes, he cried a lot. It would be better for him to cool his eyes.” 
Isaac-san casually tried to take Sajesh out of the hall. 


“What about sweets ~?”” 


“Let’s ask them to bring them over to the waiting room.” 
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Allen and Elena looked at Isaac-san, then at me, and finally at Sajesh, nodding to each 
other as if agreeing on something. 


Can you stand~?”” 


“Y, yeah 2 


u» wy 


Let’s go then. 


The two of them then helped Sajesh up and walked towards the entrance of the venue, 
pulling him by the hand. 


They must have accepted Isaac-san’s suggestion and headed for the waiting room. 
“As expected of you, Isaac-san! I guess this will pull him away from this place.” 
“Isaac, well done!” 

“But... we haven't solved the root of the problem, have we?” 

“That's true~ What do we do~” 


Isaac-san was right, we were only able to move him away from the place, but the 
situation has not changed at all. 


“For now, let’s go to the waiting room. Oh, you will go with us, won't you?” 
“I can't just leave you like this, after all.” 

“Right.” 

I followed Reginald-san, Isaac-san and the children to the waiting room. 
Then, when Sajesh had calmed down, the interrogation finally took place. 
“So you're saying you came to take a last look?” 

nee (ese 


Sajesh seemed to have come for a last look with the intention of giving up his love for 
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Wald-san once and for all after he got married. However, when he saw him, he was still 
overflowing with feelings of love for him. Moreover, he was confronted with the reality 
that his feelings could not be fulfilled because Wald-san was so happy beside his wife. 
As a result, he cried until a few minutes ago. 

“And so, have you given up?” 


“Not completely, but I am ready to move on.” 


“I see. If you’re going to leave without returning to the venue, I have nothing to say to 
you. What about you, Takumi-dono? If you want me to punish him, I can do that, too?” 


“That won't be necessary.’ 
“I see.” 


It was the children who were harmed by Sajesh’s actions in the Gaya Forest. Since 
those children don’t care about it, I won't ask for a punishment. 


“U, umm, I’m sorry about what happened at... Gaya Forest. I know it’s not something 
that can be forgiven with just an apology, but let me say this. I am truly sorry.” 


Sajesh apologized for the incident at the Gaya Forest. 

From the expression on his face, it seemed that he was truly sorry. 
“Allen, Elena, he’s apologizing... what will you do?” 

“Okay~” 

“We forgive~” 

“Eh? You are going to forgive me? Eh?” 


Leaving the decision to forgive or not to forgive to the children, they were able to 
accept the apology in a relaxed manner. 


I guess... they didn’t care that much to begin with. 


Sajesh himself, who apologized, was more confused by how easy it was. 
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“Thats way too anticlimactic~” 

“Is this how it’s supposed to end?” 

Reginald-san and Isaac-san were whispering to each other with troubled expressions. 
They seemed to be worried about whether it was okay to end things like this. 


“Let's end this now. It’s a celebration, and there’s no need to go out of our way to make 
things bigger.” 


“That’s true. Oh, and aside from today, do you want the Sajesh Krantz’s contact ban to 
remain in place? Or do you want to retract it?” 


We quickly put today’s matters to end, and talked about the future. 


“It makes no sense if my children approach him, so I’m fine with retracting it. Oh, and 
just so you know, if he approaches us again with hostility, I will return the favor.” 


“It’s normal not to be friendly when the other party is hostile. That’s fine.” 

That being the case, I decided to abolish the prohibition of contact from Sajesh’s side. 
“Right. May I introduce you to my subordinates, Takumi-dono?” 

“By subordinates, do you mean the Knights?” 


“Yeah, yeah. You have a lot of opportunities to meet with the Royalty, so I think it would 
be better to get to know them.” 


Sajesh left, and we returned to the reception hall, where Reginald-san was going to 
introduce us to his men (The Royal Guards) who came to the wedding reception. 


Of course, there were knights that we knew like Najack-sama and Claudio-sama, and 


there were Knights that knew me and my children one way or another, but I got to 
know many of them throughout the day. 
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CHAPTER 367 
GIFTS 


After yesterday’s wedding reception, the newlyweds had some time alone together, so 
we were to meet again this afternoon with Rosalie-san, who had married into the 
Ruven family. The entire Ruven family, except for Lucario-kun, who was napping, had 
gathered in the common room. 

There were four sofas surrounding a table in the center of the room, with the couple 
and their family sitting on three of them and me and the children on the remaining 
one, creating a family reunion with one irregularity. 

“Wald-san, Rosalie-san, congratulations again.” 

“’Congratulations~”” 

“Ou, thanks.” 

“T, thank you very much.” 

We already said this yesterday, but we congratulated them once again. 
“Wald-san, I know it’s too early, but this is our gift to you. Please acce—” 
“I don’t want it.” 


“Haah!? What do you mean, Wald-san!?” 


And I immediately tried to give him the congratulatory gift we had prepared, but... 
Wald-san immediately rejected it. 


“Tm sure there’s something absolutely outrageous in there, so I’m definitely not going 
to accept it!” 


“Ehh!?” 
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I thought there might be a chance that he would receive it... and then return it 
immediately, but no way, he refused to receive it from the very beginning. 


Perhaps surprised by Wald-san’s argument, Rosalie-san, who was sitting next to him, 
had her eyes widened to the point of being almost as wide as they could be. On the 
contrary, the other members of the Ruven family, except for Wald-san that is, were in 
a watchful mode with happy expressions on their faces, as if Wald-san’s statement was 
as expected. 

“You can't say that~ Wald Niisan, you must accept it~” 

“I won't accept even if you call me brother here!” 

“Then, I won't call you like that anymore. I will revert to calling you Wald-sama!” 


“Eh?” 


When I declare that I will revert to the way I called him before, which took a lot to 
change, Wald-san made a surprised expression. 


“My, oh my!” 
“Oh dear!” 
“Fufu.” 


Rebecca-san, Almeria-san, Rosalie-san who saw the exchange between me and Wald- 
san laughed in amusement. 


“You two are such good friends~ Looking at you, you guys are like real brothers.” 
“Truly.” 


“Wald had a hard time being honest since he was a little kid, and he could be stubborn 
like that once in a while.” 


“Oh yes, he was.” 


“Oh my, isn’t he stubborn from time to time, even now?” 
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When Matthias-san agreed with Rebecca-sam’s words, Velio-san brought up the story 
about Wald-san when he was little. Then, Wald-san, perhaps embarrassed, covered his 
face with his hands and looked down. 


un wy 


His ears are so red~ 
“Allen, Elena, you cannot point that out.” 

“™Can't~?” 

“That's right. Not saying anything there was the correct move.” 
“Alright~”” 
“Takumi, shuddup!” 

“Eh, me!?” 

Wald-san was unreasonably angry with me. 

“By the way, Takumi-san, may I ask what you have prepared for the celebratory gift?” 


“Of course.” 


Rebecca-san brought the conversation back on track, and we returned to the 
celebratory gift we prepared. 


“U, umm... you already gave me a very nice hair ornament, didn’t you?” 


Although Wald-san still refused to accept my offer, I decided to take advantage of the 
opportunity to present our gift. But I was cut off by the reserved Rosalie-san’s remark. 


“That's a lovely one, isn’t it? Let’s wear it together again.” 
“Y, yes. Gladly.” 


“Oh my, Mother-in-law, please let me join in at that time.” 
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“Elena, too~” 
“Fufu, of course.” 


The relationship between mother-in-law and daughters-in-law in the Ruven family 
seems to be good. 


“The hair ornament was just one of the gifts. There are others... First of all, there’s this 
one. It’s an accessory to yesterday’s hair ornament.” 


The hairpin-like hair ornament was given yesterday, but the replacement ornament in 
a different color had not yet been given, so I first took it out of the Infinite Storage. 


I was finally able to take out the first item~ 

“Oh my? This is a part of the hairpin, isn’t it?” 

“Yes it is. That hairpin has replaceable parts.” 

“Eh, is that so?” 

“I can see the different colors of the stones. I guess you could change it according to 
your mood on the day. Takumi-san, you have created something amazing again, didn’t 
you~” 

“Yes, I never heard of such idea before.’ 

Rebecca-san and Almeria-san raved about it. 

“I wonder about that? I just made a suggestion, since Elena was having trouble 
choosing a color. As Rebecca-san said, you can use whatever color you want depending 
on your mood.” 

“Even so, usually the hair ornament in its entirety gets changed.” 

“Well, that’s true.” 

If you are a noble with a lot of money, you can probably own a number of hair 


ornaments. Normally, they wouldn't think of replacing parts to reuse one thing all over 
again~ Well, but it could become popular among the nobility and commoners with 
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limited financial resources. 
“Then, the next items.” 
Before I could be stopped, I took out the items one after another. 


Next were a necklace and earrings made to match the hair ornament, a crystal blue 
bird obtained from the Dungeon of Colors, and a yellow butterfly flower. 


“These are for Rosalie-san. And this is for Wald-san.” 

“Paper?” 

I handed a piece of paper to Wald-san. On it was an inventory. 

Orc King, Orc General, Armored Buffalo, Bloody Wolf, Evil Viper, Kraken, Worm, and so 
on. It listed the types of monsters, and said that he can have the meat of those 
monsters whenever he wants. Basically, I wrote down what I would call high quality, 


but I also mixed in some that were in bad stock, like worms. 


Well, the problem is that this can only be given to them when we are staying at the 
Ruven residence. 


up» 
Wald-san gasped in surprise when he saw what is written on it. 

“Wald, what is written on it?” 

Wald-san asked by Velio-san, silently handed the inventory to him. 

Velio-san tilted his head curiously and checked the inventory with Almeria-san. 
“Haha!” 

Velio-san let out a laugh and handed the inventory to Matthias-san and Rebecca-san. 
“Oh my.’ 

“Fufu.” 
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Matthias-san and Rebecca-san laughed merrily, and the inventory was handed to 
Rosalie-san. 


“Eh? Wald-sama, this is not a joke?” 


“That's right. It seems like a joke, doesn't it? But, Rosalie, in the case of these guys, it 
can't be a joke.” 


“Eh, then, they really can arrange for these things?” 

“Rather that arrange for them...’ 

Wald-san glanced at us while muddying his words. 

“We have~” 

“Them all~” 

I told Allen and Elena that I was going to give meat to Wald-san, so of course they know 
the contents of the inventory. So they got what Wald-san was implying and happily 
affirmed it. 


Children don't like to sell meat, but they don’t mind giving it away at all~ 


“I can give you any of them right away, so don’t hesitate to tell me if there is something 
you would like to eat. Oh, how about a quick dinner tonight?” 


“Allen thinks that Orc King would be a good choice!” 
“Elena would like Evil Viper!” 


Rosalie-san froze in surprise at our remarks. 
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CHAPTER 368 
TOLERANCE LEVEL 


“O, oi, Rosalie, are you okay?” 

“Y, yes...” 

“Really? Are you not feeling sick or something?” 
“Iam fine.” 


Wald-san called out to Rosalie-san, who had become absentminded, and looked to see 
how she was feeling. 


“Takumi, Rosalie still can’t tolerate your eccentricities, so you should be a little more 
careful.” 


“Calling them eccentricities is rude~” 
”Eccentiwhat?”” 

“It means weird behavior. We didn’t do anything like that, did we?” 

“Didn't!” 

“Wald Nii~” 

“So rude~” 

At first, Allen and Elena were puzzled, not understanding the meaning of what was 
said, but when they understood the meaning, they puffed out their cheeks and 
protested to Wald-san. 

“Won't give.” 

“Any dragon meat.” 
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“To Wald Niimon!” 
And so they declared to Wald-san. 


“Dragon meat!? You’ve given up on the wyvern, haven't you!?” 


a py? 
. 


Haven't given up 
“Takumi!!” 


“They are just saying it. I don’t have any plans on accepting the Wyvern request. But 
that doesn’t mean we have given up on dragon meat either.” 


“Oi!” 

Sooner or later! Is certainly what I am thinking. 
“But, when that happens, what to do~...” 

“Oh my, what is the matter, Takumi-san?” 


“You know, we still have other family members in our group, right? I was wondering 
how I should introduce them to Rosalie-san.” 


I should probably introduce Joule and the others, but I’m hesitating because I don’t 
know what Rosalie-san’s tolerance level is. 


REIPA nnn) 
h ~ 
ann 


Everyone in the Ruven family, except Rosalie-san, understood exactly what I was 
talking about. They looked at each other and wondered what we should do. 


“Rather than keeping quiet and suddenly bumping into them, isn’t it better to let her 
prepare her mind before introducing them?” 


“Right~ I have told those kids that they are free to do as they please as long as they 
are on our property. I don’t want to restrict them now.” 


“Then, let’s tell her now.” 
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In the end, we decided to tell Rosalie-san about Joule and the others. 
“Rosalie, listen to me carefully.” 
“Y, yes!” 


Seeing Wald-san with a serious expression on his face, Rosalie-san straightened her 
back and also listened with serious expression on her face. 


“Takumi is truly outrageous person.” 
“Wald-san, you are being rude.” 


» 
! 


“Shuddup, Takumi! I’m only telling the truth. You be quiet for a moment and listen 


I was about to speak up when Wald-san started to speak out of turn, but he was so 
blunt that I decided to just shut up and listen. 


“Listen, Rosalie, Takumi has familiars.” 
“Is Takumi-san a Tamer, then?” 


“Technically, they are Contracted Beasts that I contracted using Dark magic, so I am a 
little different from your standard Tamers, but we are the same in that use familiars.” 


“So you are not saying that I should be careful because they could be in our garden, or 
something, right?” 


“Yeah, it’s unlikely that his familiars will wander around here when Takumi isn’t 
around. It’s the species of his familiars that’s the problem.” 


“They must be of incredible species, then.” 
“Yeah, to put it bluntly, they are terrific.” 


Rosalie-san closed her eyes to meditate, and when she opened her eyes, she looked as 
if she had made up her mind. 
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“Wald-sama, go ahead. Please, speak.” 

“Fenrir, Celestial Tiger, Scarlet King Leo, Thunderhawk.” 

Rosalie-san froze again. 

“Rosalie! Rosalie, are you okay?” 

“Y, yes. Somehow...” 

Rosalie-san managed to come to her senses as Wald-san shook her body. 

“Iam amazed. They are all incredible species, aren't they?” 

“Right? If you had one of them, you'd get a lot of attention, but he’s got four of them.” 
“There’s a Forest Rat, toomon!” 

“Pastel Rabbits as wellmon!” 


It seems that the children did not like the fact that Wald-san spoke only about the four 
species that were A and S-rank. 


“They are not the terrific kind, but the cute kind, right? It’s not like I forgot about 
them.” 


«a 


They are all cutemon!”” 


«a » 


0, OU. 


Wald-san was at a loss for a response to the six-year-old’s assertion that a species that 
frightens even adults are cute. 


Oniichan, they are cute, right!?”” 
“Of course. Everyone is adorable and reliable.” 


The children are right, my Contracted Beasts are all cute kids. 
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“Well, Rosalie-san, what do you think? Are you sure you are okay with me showing you 
my kids?” 


“Yes, I’m fine. You can go ahead, Takumi-san.” 


Since Rosalie-san said it was okay, I called Joule and the others, so that they could 
remember her. 


(Oh! Is that person Wald-sama’s bride?) 

(Oh my, so you are introducing us to her as well!) 
(That is great.) 

(Ohh~ what a pretty person~) 

(They make a great match!) 


Joule and the others noticed Rosalie-san’s presence and looked at her with great 
interest. 


“Rosalie-san, this is Fenrir Joule, Celestial Tiger Feat, Thunderhawk Bolt, Scarlet King 
Leo Vector, and Forest Rat Mile.” 


“Oh my! How cute!” 

“Then, the five Pastel Rabbits, Shiro, Pipi, Cha Cha, Reamu and Mimi.” 
“Fufu, how fluffy.’ 

I handed Shiro to Rosalie-san, and she hugged her as if spellbound. 
“Takumi, I have a favor.” 


Seeing Rosalie-san in such a state, Wald-san spoke to me with a more serious 
expression than ever before. 


“If you want to capture Pastel Rabbits, Allen and Elena would be better suited for the 
job.” 
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I had a vague idea of what he was asking, so I told him that he was asking the wrong 
person before he could state his request. 


“Want one~?”” 
“Please.” 


“Can't be helped~”” 


Their faces were full of motivation with smiles on their face, though their little mouths 
were saying it with a sense of disapproval. 


It appears that going to the forest to look for Pastel Rabbits in the near future has been 
decided on. 


What color would you like~?”” 

“Color? Wouldn't it be more difficult to find one based on a color?” 

“Just in case?” 

“Any wish?” 

“Oh, if that’s the case, I think Ill go with... blue. That color looks best on Rosalie.” 


“Roger that!” 


Just in case... they said, but I’m sure Allen and Elena will manage to find a Pastel Rabbit 
in blue. 


“Rather, are fine with just one?” 


Before I knew it, Rosalie-san was eagerly playing with not only Shiro, but also the 
other five Pastel Rabbits. 


Since she seemed to like fluffy things, one rabbit didn’t seem to be enough. 
“I didn’t know Rosalie liked fluffy animals~” 


.. It appears that Wald-san wasn’t aware of her love of fluffy animals. 
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“If you can capture them, I'd like to have some more. Oh, and just so you know, I'll pay 
you well for the request fee.” 


“This can also be considered wedding gift, so I decline the request. But just so you 
know, I cannot make any guarantees.” 


“I am aware of that.” 

After that, everyone watched Rosalie-san who was crazy about fluffing for a while. 
But then an incident occurred. 

(I’m also worth petting!) 


Perhaps jealous of the adored Pastel Rabbit, Vector suddenly turned around on the 
sofa and walked up to Rosalie, and for some reason, his body grew bigger. 
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CHAPTER 369 
BROAD-MINDED PEOPLE 


“Vector!” 
(N?... Ah~!) 


When I hurriedly called his name to warn him, Vector showed a panicked look, as if he 
hadn't noticed that he was growing in size. 


COV JPII IIN 
. 


Although smaller than his original size because it was indoors... everyone in the Ruven 
family, who only knew Vector the size of a large dog, was startled and froze. One wrong 
move and panic could ensue~ 

(Ah~ Vector did it now~) 

(He’s getting scolded later.) 

(There’s nothing we can do to cover for him.) 

(Geez~!) 

Joule, Feat, Bolt, and Mile stared at Vector in dismay. 

“Oh my! Incredible!” 

However, Rosalie-san suddenly stood up and, no hesitation, hugged Vector. 

“Eh?” 

(Ohh?) 


I choked on my words at this unexpected turn of events. 
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Vector that was hugged was also startled, and his gaze wandered around. 
(Ohh! Wald-sama’s bride is one amazing person.) 


(Indeed. It’s not every day that someone is able to embrace Vector after seeing him for 
the first time.) 


(Amazing. Very big guts.) 

(I admire her!) 

Joule and the others, who were impressed with Rosalie-san, were praising her. 
“Fufu, it feels very nice.” 

(Right! Since Niichan shampoos my fur, it’s pretty fluffy, isn’t it?) 

“Yes. It also smells very good.” 

(Riiight!) 


Perhaps because he was so happy to be praised, Vector quickly calmed down and 
became friendly with Rosalie-san... Rosalie-san was a surprisingly gutsy person~ 


“Takumi! Explain what is going on!” 
Then, Wald-san came to his senses and shouted at me to explain. 


“Err... not only Vector, but also Joule and Feat... they are just reducing their size, as 
they are actually fully grown-up~” 


“T never heard about this!” 


“Well~ I thought it would be more peaceful if you thought they were pups~... so I left 
the misunderstanding as it was.” 


“Tell us! Isn’t this important stuff!?” 


“Indeed. I am regretting it very much right now.” 


traitorAIZEN 171 | 177 


I really do. I really wish I had just said it before. If I had, I wouldn’t have shocked 
everyone. 


“Then, Joule-chan and Feat-chan can also get bigger?” 
(That’s right, Mama. Wanna see?) 

“Yes, I would like to see it.” 

(Alright.) 

(Then, me as well.) 


Joule and Feat, who were being held by Allen and Elena, quickly returned to their 
larger forms as soon as they landed on the ground. 


(...What do you think, Mama?) 
(...Aren’t you scared?) 
“My! My, oh my!” 


Joule and Feat looked a little worried, seemingly worried that everyone will be scared 
by their appearance. 


“I am not scared at all. You are very adorable!” 


But instead of being scared, Rebecca-san happily walked up to Joule and Feat and 
hugged them as hard as she could. 


“Yeah. We know that you guys are good kids. We won't be scared just because your 
bodies are bigger.” 


Matthias-san also walked up to Joule and Feat and patted their heads. 
“Father, Mother, please let me pet them, too.” 
“I would like to as well.” 


Velio-san and Almeria-san also moved closer to the two animals to pet them. 
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“Vector, you are going to crush Rosalie.” 
(Wald-sama, it’s okay! I am very careful!) 
Wald-san also went to Rosalie-san’s side and patted Vector. 


Let’s see... it seems that all of them accepted it easily. 


u» pe? 
. 


Everyone gets along~ 
“Yeah, that’s right. They do.” 


I don’t know if it’s okay for me to say this, but... I wonder if it’s safe to accept them so 
easily. 


But well, I’m glad it all worked out~ 

“Takumi, you do not have any other secrets, do you?” 

ere) oo Nas 

For a while, Joule’s group and the Ruven family continued to interact with each other, 
but suddenly, Wald-san threw a word of confirmation to me. I reacted to that with all 
my might. 

“a01?” 

“Hahaha~” 


Because of the way I reacted, Wald-san looked at me with suspicion. 


As expected, I can’t say that I’m from a different world, and that I’m also a God’s 
retainer, and that my children are also God’s children... so I laughed and covered it up. 


“Oh my, Takumi-san, you are still hiding something?” 
“Are you not going to tell us about it?” 


“Not just yet...” 
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Rebecca-san and Matthias-san were clearly amused. 

“Not now? Does that mean you will tell us when the time is ripe?” 

“Yes, I think so... someday.” 

I don’t know when that time will be, but... I hope one day, I can tell everyone~ 

“You!” 

“Hah!” 

Wald-san came up to me and rustled my hair roughly. 

“I’m not going to let you go through it alone, whatever it may be, so make sure to let 


us know properly. We think of you as family, so you guys should consider us your 
family as well.” 


Wald-san’s words made me cry involuntarily. 


I tried my best to fit in with the world of Aetherdia. Well, there are many things that 
I’ve opened myself up to, but... 


However, from the point of view of Wald-san and his family, there must be things that 
are obviously unnatural. I am very glad that they consider us family, even if that is the 
case. 

“Wald Niisan.” 


“What?” 


“I have been thinking, and I really want to splurge more on your celebration. Is there 
anything you would like?” 


“I don’t need anything more!” 


“No way. Please say that you want something.” 
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Anyway, now I want to give something back! 

So, for starters, I decided to increase Wald-san’s wedding gift. 
Do you want us to get Dragon meat~?”” 
“No, I don’t!” 


“Takumi, don’t look so troubled about this!” 


As I was thinking about whether I should go dragon hunting like the children said, | 
was stopped by Wald-sama with great vigor. 


Then, sparkly stuff?”” 

“Gems? We don’t have many kinds of gems, do we~” 

The only gems we have are... pearls, crystals, and ruby gemstones? No, there was also 
onyx and tortoiseshell that we got from a dungeon. Oh, I remember there were some 
gems on the collars for Contracted beasts that Syl gave me! 

“Hiking in the mountains?” 


“Searching a dungeon?” 


“I told you, you don’t have to go anywhere! I mean, why are you trying to find it 
anyway? Normally, you would go to the store to buy it!” 


Ah, I see! Then, wanna go buy it?” 


“I told you, you don’t have to go! Ri, right, that’s it! Pastel Rabbit! You’re going to go 
find Pastel Rabbit for us, aren't you? That’s enough!” 


Wald-san was desperately trying to stop the kids. 


At first, it was me against him, but before I know it, it’s the kids against him~ That’s 
so strange. 
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“Allen, Elena, let’s go look for the Pastel Rabbits for now. We will see what else we can 
find. How about we leave the things we find in Wald-san’s room?” 


“Let's do that~”” 
“Oil?” 


Everyone giggled at the exchange between me, the children, and Wald-san and said, 
“You really are like brothers.” 
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